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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


GAFSA INCIDENT REVIEWED, CRITICIZED 

Gafsa: Continued 
Paris DEMAIN L'‘AFRIQUE in French 10 Mar 80 p 35 
CArticle: "Gafsa: Last Episode?"] 


(Text] On 1 March, President Habib Bourguiba killed two birds with one stone: 
he appointed someone to take over the duties of his prime minister, Mr Hedi 
Nouira, 69 years old, who entered a Paris hospital on 26 February following 
a cerebral hemorrhage, and he found a replacement for his Minister of the 
Interior, Mr Othman Kechrid, guilty of not having had sufficient control 
over his troops at the time of the Gafsa affair. 


The ministry of the interior goes to Mr Driss Guiga, ambassador in Bonn, 
and Mr Mohamed Mzali, minister of national education, is appointed "govern- 
ment action coordinator." 


With a solid reputation for being a politician, Mr Mzali, a historian by 
training, belongs to the current favoring Arab-Muslim identity, which finds 
a certain following in Tunisia and is opposed to the out and out western- 
ization advocated by Mr Nouira. A modernist intellectual, he is said to 
have intervened personally last fall to prevent the imprisonment of 

Mr Kanouchi, the editor of MAJTANA (SOCIETE), the magazine of Tunisian 
integrists. 


To many observers, the choice of Mr Mzali represents a signal of Bourguiba 
to appease his restless Libyan neighbor. Mr Mzali is among those who have 
never had any quarrel with Colonel Qadhdhafi. Besides, the latter said 
himself on 17 February that "the situation of open defiance between his 
country and the Tunisian regime was ended (...) with the fall of Hedi 
Nouira..." To Colonel Qadhdhafi, Mr Nouira is the man who scuttled the 
merger between Tunisia and Libya signed in Djerba on 12 January 1974. 
However, this might also be Qadhdhafi's latest manoeuver to prevent his 
being cut off from the majority of Arab states. Not all of them have 
appreciated his donkey's kick [to the aging lion]. 








More Details on Gafsa Affair 


Paris DEMAIN L'AFRIQUE in French 10 Mar 80 p 35 
CArticle: "'The Men of Gafsa': More Details..."J] 


(Text] Our associate Fethi Khiari who, long before the "Gafsa coup", had 
met in Tripoli with the man who is said to have been the brain behind the 
whole operation, and who reported on statements made by the latter (DEMAIN 
L'AFRIQUE No 47), has informed us that a question had unfortunately been 
omitted in printing. Technical requirements had forced us to shorten the 
interview he hai obtained. Here is the question, given in full, as well 
as the answex of the interviewee: 


Under these conditions (mining of the Tunisian-Libyan borders), it will be 
rather difficult, if not impossible, for you to enter Tunisian territory 

to carry out military operations. Is there no alternative to revolutionary 
violence? 


A. Mergheni is then interrupted by his Libyan companion who answers for him: 
"We have not said that we had decided to use only revolutionary violence. 
Violence will be our last resort. There is also the democratic and peaceful 
way of propaganda.” 


Fethi Khiari has also provided the following details: "At the present time, 
FPPLT [expansion unknown] members who are still in Libya, such as Dhaou 
al-Naili, must reflect on their failure; the traditional Tunisian opposition: 
communist party, !UP [Popular Unity Movement], MDS [Socialist Democratic 
Movement] and others, is outrun by the events and shows some signs of 
anxiety. Only one member of the opposition has unreservedly supported the 
Gafsa operation: his name is Brahim Toubal. And he had no part in it..." 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


KUWAITI LOANS TO ALGERIA, MOROCCO--Kuwait last week extended two medium-term 
loans totalling KD 7 million ($25.3 million) to Algeria and Morocco through 
the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD). The loan to 
Algeria, worth KD 2 million ($7.2 million), is to finance a meteorological 
project; it is repayable over 12 years. Morocco obtained a 20-year loan 
worth KD 5 million ($18.1 million) for an agricultural project. Both loans 
carry 6 percent interest. This brings Kuwait's lending to Algeria to KD25.3 
million ($91.6 million) and to Morocco to KD 33 million ($119.5 million). 
An official statement in Kuwait last week said that the government made a 
10-year soft loan worth KD 1.5 million ($5.4 million) to the Maldive Islands; 
the channel for making the loan was not specified. Repayable at 3 percent 
interest and with a three-year grace period, the credit is to enable the 
Maldives to buy four second-hand cargo ships. The Maldives, a predominantly 
Muslim nation with a population of some 150,000, comprises a group of 2,000 
coral islands about 750 kilometres southwest of Sri Lanka. Last year the 
country raised $1.16 million in a loan from the OPEC Special Fund and a 
technical assistance grant from the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Develop- 
ment. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 3] Mar 80 p 9] 


JORDAN, ISRAEL ON EDUCATION--Jordan is seeking to appoint an education 
official from East Jerusalem to head the Central Examinations Committee 
of Judaea and Samaria in order to transfer the committee to Jerusalem and 
thus strengthen the city's Arab character. The committee is now located 
in Nabulus. The committee will meet in Ramallah tomorrow to discuss 

the issue. The Jordanian candidate is Husni al-Ashhab, who has been in 
charge of education affairs in East Jerusalem on Amman's behalf. He 
served as chairman of the Jordanian Central Education Committee prior to 
the Six-Day War. Our correspondent notes that about 2 weeks ago the 
Jordanian prime minister decided to transfer all the central institutions 
of Judaea and Samaria to Jerusalem. [Text] [TA080636 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 0600 GMT 8 Apr 80 TA] 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


ISLAMIC PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMICS AND BANKING REVIEWED 
Damaam AL-IQTISAD in Arabic Feb 80 pp 30-31 


[Article by Muhammad Ahmad Khadraji: "The Islamic Economic System: A 
Structure of Spiritual and Humanistic Values") 


[Text] Islam inaugurated and implemented fully an economic system which 
guided Moslem life for a number of centuries and gave the Islamic civiliza- 
tion one of its magnificent legacies. Islamic economic philosophy rests 

on a foundation of spiritual and humanistic values: love, cooperation and 
brotherhood. It is anchored on equality and liberty. It seeks to serve 
society through the ethical use of wealth, to spread contentment among 

men, and to eliminate poverty. 


This is Islam, our immortal religion; this is heaven's message to Muhammad 
ibn ‘Abdullah, the message of the noble Koran, Islam's only constitution. 
Islam is the religion that God in His mercy gave to man, first in Medina 
and then the entire Arab penins:la; it is the religion which revolutionized 
humanity in a manner never witnessed before or since; it is the perfect 
religion whose depths have yet to be fathomed. It is the religion spread 
by the Wise Caliphs to conquered territory, the one that attracted millions 
of adherents from east and west, from north and south. It is the religion 
that heralded liberty and brotherhood, cooperation, justice and prosperity, 
the religion that beckoned mankind to a new civilization heretofore unknown. 


Islam is a humanistic religion, one that encourages hard work and abhors 
idleness. It is a religion that codifies economic conduct, regulates the 
business dealings of rich and poor, giving the latter an opportunity to 
use their skills gainfully in agriculture, commerce, partnerships, the 
labor market and areas of economic enterprise. 


Islam is a religion which mandates assistance to the needy and those unable 
to work through tithing, charity and the use of charitable institutions to 
shelter the old, poor, orphans and widows at government expense. It directs 
that revenues from religious trusts be used to support charitable organiza- 
tions for the benefit of the poor. 











The Koran specifically mandates that the wealthy should use a part of their 
wealth to support the poor. It reminds the wealthy that "The poor and 
deprived have a right to a portion of their wealth." It teaches that the 
wealthy are stewards of God's material blessings and that they should 
return a portion of their wealth to His needy creatures. 


From the beginning of Islam there was the "Moslem Treasury" which, in 
particular, had a special responsibility to aid the needy, the destitute, 
the .rphans and widows as well as the transient travelers. A!1 of these 
had a right to receive from the treasury a specified portion » tithe funds 
as well as a portion of Islamic conquest spoils. 





It is eviden: that Islam laid the foundation for a comprehensive social 
security system. The 20th century Western World has brought nothing new. 
The origins of Western civilization are traceable to the principles of 
Islam and the works of the early caliphs, who established precedents for 
just and humane government. 


Islamis singular in its manner of legislation, reform and leadership o. 
groups and nations. It differs in its principles, organization, and goa’ 5s 
from systems based on materialism. It is unique in its doctrine, [social] 
order and capacity for renewal. 


Islam is a natural religion, one that appeals to the open mind. Simultaneously, 
it challenges the intellectuals to employ their minds in fathoming its truths. 
Islam is open to logical discussion, a feature that keeps the lure of 
materialism at bay and ensures social solidarity among Moslems. Beyond 

any doubt, Islam is the rock against which the waves of Communism smash 

and break up. 


Islam's manner of realizing social solidarity relies on practical steps. 


1--The Islamic religion mandates that every Moslem contribute a portion 

of his wealth to support charitable causes. The rejoinder extends to 
agricultural products, animal possessions--camels, cattle, sheep--as well 
as to commercial gains, including gold, silver or any medium of economic 
exchange, provided that in doing so one does not jeopardize one's ability 
to support one's family and dependent relatives, or to pay one's debts. 

The size of this contribc:tion may be as much as 10 percent of one's wealth. 
Islam stipulates that the "Moslem Treasury" use these funds to support the 
needy and the destitute, the transient traveler, those in debt due to no 
fault of their own and others. 


2--Islam permits and respects the principle of individual ownership and 
free enterprise, provided that one's economic activities are in the common 
interest and subject to tithe as described earlier. Islam ensures that 
one’s estate is divided justly among one's heirs and establishes strict 
rules relating to the division of property. The Koran admonishes Moslems 
repeatedly to give to charity, and to avoid miserliness as well as pro- 
fligate waste. 














A little reflection on the wisdom of Islamic teachings on individual 
ownership and inheritance laws explains why financiers work hard to invest 
and increase their wealth. If one's estate were to go to the government 
instead of one's heirs, one would lose the incentive to save. Human nature 
prompts parents to save for their children. This is in stark contradiction 
to Communist doctrine, which is compassionate on the exterior but cruel in 
reality. 


The Koran respects the principle of private property and free enterprise, 
provided the exercise thereof is for the good of society. It has established 
laws for the preservation and just distribution of inheritances. 


3--Islam is opposed to gluttonous economic gain and to the practice of 
usury--a common feature of modern life. It condemns usury as a corrupt 
practice, one that is unworthy of 20th century man. It invites us to 
reconsider this practice and to save the world from its evils. 


Companies that employ usury to embezzle the wealth of the masses are 
anathema to Islam. Islamic economic philosophy is premised on the common 
~00d and on the use of practices that make life easier for all men. A 
fundamental principle of Islam: Give others the means to secure a decent 
livelihood, then accept repayment. This is the Islamic basis of commercial 
transactions. It is embodied in the Koranic verse: ''Thosewhpo repent shall 
not lack for capital; they will neither deal unjustly nor be dealt with 
unjustly." 


Dr Muhmammad ‘Abd al-Munim Khafaji discusses bank transactions and contrasts 
them with religious principles. 


He says: 


l--Usury, in all its forms, patent or latent, is forbidden. 
2--Interest, as the term is understood today, is forbidden. 

3--All transactions based on usury or usurious interest are forbidden, 
4--The majority of European banks are usurious. 


Based on this understanding, the establishment of a bank in a Moslem country 
should proceed as a perfectly ethical and purely commercial encerprise. 
Provided that these institutions which deal in cash conform to Islamic 
strictures, they are perfectly legitimate enterprises. The establishment 
of Islamic banking institutions is essential to the economic well-being 
of the Islamic nations. The Islamic economic systems has proved to be 

the best and most beneficial to communities and nations. Capitalism and 
Communism--both of which are essentially economic systems--have been the 
source of many evils and corrupt practices. They are responsible for lack 
of confidence among nations, for financial insecurity, and for the absence 
of fruitful cooperation among societies and nations. 


No world economic system can aspire to compete with the economic principles 
laid down by Islam. Islamic economic laws bind our nation in trust, love 
cooperation and work for the betterment of mankind. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC AID SOCIETY CREATED TO AID DISASTER VICTIMS 
Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 21 Feb 80 p 2 
[Article: "Disaster Aid Society To Be Headquartered in Mecca") 


[Text] The headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Islamic World 
Association [IWA) in Mecca was the site yesterday morning of a meeting 
between Professor Muzaftfar al-Islam, Secretary General of the Islamic 
Conference Organization [ICO] in Jiddah and Shaykh Safwat al-Saqqa, 
Assistant Secretary General of the IWA. The meeting, which focused on 
IWA's aid services, led to a discussion of the possibility of creating 

a new international society to offer disaster and emergency aid to Moslem 
nations and communities throughout the world. 


AL-RIYADH was able to obtain a copy of the proposed society's organizational 
structure and mode of operation, which is reproduced below. 


l--The new suctety will be a component of the Islam. World Associe ion. 

It will be designated the World Islamic Aid Society ‘WIAS]. Its function 
will be to offer [disaster or emergercy] aid to Moslem nations and com- 
munities throughout the world. The society will be headquartered in Mecca, 
with regional offices to serve Moslem communities anywhere in the world. 


Purposes of the © ciety: 


a. The society will offer emergency aid to Moslem nations and/or communities 
whenever lives, possessions or liberties are threatened. 


b. The society will do all in its power to prevent disasters, and will 
work to raise the living standards of Moslems in order to preserve their 
existence and to safeguard their religious doctrine. 


Methods of Operation: 


a. The society will offer ail forms of emergency aid, particularly financial 
and moral, to Moslem commun’ -ies as a result of unforeseen, temporary disasters. 








b. The society will study, sponsor and participate in serious Islamic 
investment projects designed to prevent or reduce the impact of disasters 
befalling Moslem communities. Priority will go to projects that would aid 
the largest number of Moslems. 


c. The society will encourage contributions, volunteer work and all other 
forms of assistance which will help it to carry out ite noble work. 


d. Surplus revenues will be used as follows: 


l--To finance medical, social, cultural and other services; 

2--To cooperate with other agencies, such as the Islamic Coordinating 
Councils, the Spreme Council on Mosques, and the General Secretariat 

of the Islamic World Association, in extending services to poor Moslems; 
3--To improve the economic standards of Moslem communities by raising the 
level of technical and vocational training and by reducing unemployment 
among their members; 

4--To tuppert activities designed to preserve the Moslem identity and way 
of life of Moslems overseas, and to prevent their absorption in non-Islamic 
societies. 


e. Whenever possible, to offer aid to non-Moslems living in the Moslem 
world. 


Financing: 
The society wil!’ use the financial resources listed below: 


a. Cash and non-cash contributions from individuals, organizations and 
governments; 

b. Tithing funds collected from individuals and Moslem companies; 

c. Estates fo heirless Moslems; 

d. Proceeds from religious trusts under the society's control; 

e. Unrestricted contributions from international companies; 

f. Proceeds from [investment] projects sponsored by the society, proviced 
such proceeds are the result of ethical business practices in conformance 
with Islamic religious strictures. 


Regional Branches: 


a. The society will establish regional offices to serve Moslem communities 
throughout the world, in accordance with the society's charter. 


b. The regional offices will be established gradually as determined by 
the society's needs, financial and human resources. 


c. Each regional office will be headed by a director appointed by the 
Central Committee. 


d. Regional directors will be the chief executive officers of the branch 
offices. They will be responsible for supervising the society's regional 

















projects, and for keeping the society informed of the progress and needs 
of the Moslem communities in their jurisdictions. 


e. Regional directors will be under the administrative control of the 
Executive Committee. 


f. Regional directors will be free to introduce new programs and services 
that conform to the society's primary objectives. Innovative programe 
which enhance a regional office's social services will, when possible, 

be funded by the society. 


g- Regional directors will form a council which is toconvene biannually, 

or at the request of the Executive Committee. The purpose of these meetings 
ie to exchange views, discuss field experiences, to study and deLate new 
proposals. The results and recommendations of these meetings will be 
forwarded to the Executive Committee. The meetings will be chaired by 

the chairman of the Central Committee. 


h. Branch offices may open sub-offices in their areas of jurisdiction 
subject to prior approval by the Executive Committee. 


i. Branch offices are charged with the follow-ng responsibilities: 


l--To report disasters immediately to the Executive Committee and to 
suggest ways to expedite emergency aid; 

2--To report on the condition of Moslems, particularly when such reporting 
is useful in preventing disaster; 

3--To submit, through the Executive Committee, proposals for new projects 
and services; 

4--To submit progress reports to the Executive Committee; 

5--To keep track and encourage the work of local agencies established by 
the regional directors to ensure compliance with the society's objectives. 


Regional Offices Outside the Moslem World: 
j. Branch offices to 'e established and their jurisdictions are as fol. ows: 


a. Geneva: to serve Europe; 

b. New York: to serve North America (Canada, the U.S. and Mexico); 

c. Trinidad: to serve South America, Central America, and the Caribbean 
area; 

d. Sydney: to serve Australia, New Zealand and the Fiji Islands; 

e. .ingapore: to serve the Moslems living .n non-Moslem Asian countries; 
f. Kinshasa: to serve the Moslems living in non-Moslem Airican countries. 


Regional Offices in the Moslem World: 


a. Istanbul: to serve the non-Arab, Moslem nations of Asia; 
b. Lagos: to serve the non-Arab, Moslem nations of Africa; 
c. Amman: to serve the Arab countiies of Asia; 

d. Tunis: to serve the Arab countries of Africa. 
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6. The society will have the following organizational structure: 


(A) A General Assembly 
l--The General Assembly will consist of: 


a. All persons, organizations and other Islamic social and aid institutions 
whose work conforms to the objectives of the World Islamic Aid Society; 

b. The ten directors of the regional offices; 

c. The executive Committee; 

d. Delegates from Moslem aid societies; 

e. Prominent Moslem individuals whose inclusion would benefit or spur the 
work of the society. 


2. The General Assembly will be headed by the Secretary General of the 
Islamic World Association. 


3. The General Assembly will meet once every two years at the society's 
headquarters ii Mecca. Emergency meetings may be called by a request from 
two-thirds of the membership, or by the unanimous decision of the society's 
Executive Committee. 


4. The General Assembly will assume the following responsibilties: 


a. Serve as the principal policy-making body; 

b. Elect the members of the Executive Committee; 

c. Approve investment projects recommended by the Executive Committee; 
d. Originate new proposals and submit them for study according to the 
society's procedures; 

e. Modify or abolish any of the society's objectives. 


(B) The Central Committer 


l--The Central Committee will serve as the society's deliberative and 
decision-making arm; 


2--It will consist of 15 members chosen by the General Assembly; 

3--It will meet biannually, but it may be called into emergency session 

by the Secretary General, at the written request of one-h-'f its member- 
ship, or in response to a unanimous decision by the Executive Committee; 
4--The term of office is 4 years, and is subject to renewal; 

5--The committee will be chaired by an individual elected by the membership; 


6--Committee decisions will be adopted by the vote of an absolute [simple] 
majority; 


7--The committee will be directly ad collectively responsible to the 
General Assembly in everything pertaining directly or indirectly to che 
society's work; 
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8--The committee shall: 


a. Implement the recommendations and resolutions of the General Assembly; 
b. Appoint branch office directors as required; 

c. Act on emergency aid requests; 

d. Appoint and, when necessary, remove Executive Committee members; 

e. Adopt or reject any investment or development project as well as service 
program submitted to .t; 

f. Adopt and define the functions of the Executive Committee; 

g- Assign members to standing, specialized committees; 

h. Act on the society's budget and prepare end-of-year reports. 


(C) The Executive Committee 


l--The Executive Committee will run the day-to-day operations of the society 
and direct the activities of its various components. 


2--It will consist of 5 members appointed by the Central Committee. 
3--The term of office is 3 years, and is subject to renewal. 
4--The committee shall: 


a. Assume responsibility for emergency aid decisions in consultation with 
the society's Secretary General, and explain its actions to the Central 
Committee at that committee's first subsequent meeting; 

b. Coordinate the activities of the various agencies of the World Islamic 
Aid Society; 

c. Oversee the work of the standing specialized committees; 

d. Prepare agenda and documents for General Assembly and Central Committee 
meetings, and maintain records of their minuies and recommendations; 

e. Carry out liason work with similar international organizations; 

f. Collect data and assemble documents to facilitate the work of the society; 
g- Be collectively responsible to the General Assembly and Central Committee. 


(D) Specialized Standing Committees 


l--The society will create specialized committees to advise it in areas 
requiring technical and special knowledge. 


2--These committees will work under the administrative direction of the 
Executive Committee and its chairman. 


3--As needed, these committees, singly or collectively, will go into action 
at the direction of the Executive Committee chairman. 


4--The chairman and members of the committees will be appointed by the 
Central Committee from candic .te lists subm'tted b; the Executive Committee. 


5--Each committee will consist of a chairman and members with similar 
expei .ise. 


ll 














6--The specialized committees shall include: 


a. 
b. 
C. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g- 
h. 
i. 


j- 


An economics committee; 


>>> > > > > > > 


legal committee; 

committee on youth affairs; 

committee on disaster aid; 

public relations committee; 

research and data-gathering committee; 
follow-up committee; 

religious guddance committee; 
planning committee; 

committee on construction. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


CALL IS ISSUED FOR DEFENSE OF NATION AND REVOLUTION 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 19 Mar 80 p 4 
(Editorial: "Defense of Homeland and Revolution"/ 


/Text/ With the triumph of the new stage of the glorious April revolution, 
the shadows of terror and despotism which had dominated our country because 
of the rule of Amin and his bandits have vanished, and the toiling, tor- 
mented people of this land, free from any kind of anxiety, have obtained 
the opportunity to commence the job of developing and reconstructing their 
society with a free spirit, in the context of plans which have been scien- 
tifically organized, to eliminate obstacles, and to neutralize the plots 
and conspiracies of world imperialism, headed by the voracious imperialism 
of America, so that Afghanistan--the cradle and nurturing ground of brave 
men and women--can follow its road to the apex of national glories and 
pride with stability and long, firm strides. 


Our beloved homeland Afghanistan, which, in the lengthy era before the 
glorious April revolution, as a consequence of the anti-national, inhuman 
policies of the merciless dynasty of Nader and Da‘ud, which was dependent 
on imperialism, was deliberately kept back and prevented from accompanying 
the rapidly moving caravan of world civilization, has taken a stride, with 
the *riumph of the immortal April revolution, along the course of trans- 
formation, progress and advancement, so that the past may be redeemed 
through the unity of thought and action of all the progressive forces and 
noble, toiling people throughout the country and so that we may take 
lengthy strides toward progress and devel»pment in a short period of time. 
However, once again, world imperialism and regional reaction tried to pre- 
vent the rapid progress of our country through their loyal, submissive 
agent, that is, the pitiless Amin, and consummate their evil, impure de- 
signs. Imperialism was not aware that the wheel of history is rushing 
forward and that any element or force which stands in opposition to this 
movement and acts against the will and the wishes of the people will be 
able tc achieve nothing except to hasten his destruction. The victory of 
the new stage of the glorious April revolution in the country is evidence 
of this fact. 











Now the people of Afghanistan are the rulers of their destiny and resources, 
We are advancing along this road with unparalleled solidarity. The con- 
struction of a powerful, independent and permanently developed Afghanistan 
ie the grave, historic mission of every compatriot, and now all the people 
of this land, rallying around the Central Committee of the People's Demo- 
cratic Party of Afghanistan and expressing their indestructible solidarity 
with its general secretary, that is, Babrak Karmal, chairman of the Revolu- 
tionary Council and prime minister of the Democratic Republic of Afghan- 
istan, are now prepared for every kind of self-sacrifice and selfless ac- 
tion in order to guard and preserve the gains of the revolution for the 
perfection and rapid sound progress of their beloved homeland. 


The unity aicc the unanimity of our people and the firm, deep bonds between 
them and their national, democratic government have now been transformed 
into such a crushing, powerful force that if world imperialism and region- 
al reaction do not cease their intervention in the internal affairs of our 
cou icry, such a blow will be delivered to cheix groups that it will be a 
disciplinary lesson to all other imperialists and imperialistic circles. 
In these sensitive, histori: moments, when we are enjoying the broad pro- 
tection of national liberation movements and peace-loving, democratic 
forces throughout the world, we will carry out our national duties toward 
our nation and people solidly and firmly, in a worthy manner, because the 
people of Afghanistan realize that American imperialism, the Chinese expan- 
sionists and their other collaborators, such as the ®ritish imperialists, 
the treasonous leaders of Israel, Egypt, and the reaccionary cliques of 
Pakistan, which have shamelessly fallen into a search in an unholy line 
against our country, against our revolution and against the freedom and in- 
dependence of our country, have no objective except to realize their un- 
clean imperialistic desires. Therefore, all our compatriots will continue 
the struggle in one firm, indomitable stronghold until they eradicate the 
traces and manifestations of the intervention of imperialism and reaction 
from their beloved countr,. We are confident that just as we have deliv- 
ered crushing blows against imperialism and its collaborators so far, so, 
too, will we eradicate them in the future. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


U. S. ACCUSED OF 'CRIMES' AGAINST AFGHANISTAN 


Kabul ANIS in Dari 19 Feb 80 p 4 
[Editorial] 


Ltext_/ Just as the brave and militant people of our country, with the help 
od revolutionary steadfastness and in cooperation and collaboration with the 
Democratic People's Party of Afghanistan and the National Liberation Arny, 
transformed their glorious motherland into the effective and enthusiastic 
fortification for the struggles against Imperialism and feudal despotian, 
with the and waves of the great historical change of 

6 Jadi 1358 / 27 December 1979_/, they are now urging all oppressed peoples 
and all those who are fighting to preserve the greatness of mankind and to 
assign va).ue to the eminent position of epio-making and life-generating man- 
kind to inflict more crushing and heavier blows on the body of the monster 
of oppression and criminal Imperialism. 


But the primary oppressors of the captive black peoples of mankind who, as 
& result of the victory of the Thawr / 21 April-21 May_/ Revolution and its 
evolution, have seen the status of their satanic and inhumane positions in 
the heart of Asia suffer a decisive decline, in order to preserve the posi- 
tion of several of their agents in this area and in the world, agents like 
the blood-thirsty Amin and his hated gang who have relied on the throne of 
power at knife and bayonet point, have laid sinister plans in order to 
diminish the creative results of the new stage of the glorious Thawr Re- 
volution, 


They are creating enmity by sending their agents and lackeys to carry out 
sabotage and terrorist activities, by storing military weapons in Pakistan, 
and by the hundreds of other indecent actions perpetrated directly ana in- 
directly against our people, country and revolution, 


The filthy, homicidal emotions of reactionary political circles in the 
United States of America have increased to the point where they can no long- 
er conceal their inhuman actions against our country. 


"Now, once again, Imperialist sources are openly confessing to -ending weap— 
ons and providing ammunition to their counter—-revolutionary hirelings 


15 




















against revolutionary Afghanistan. Again, the bloody hand of world-devouring 
America is clearly visible in the crimes that are being committed against 
Afghanistan and, based on a report of the newspaper, WASHINTON POST, special 
committees of the American Congress that are responsible for overseeing the 
supply of weapons are being briefed on these actions of that country by the 
Department of State and CIA," 


The hostile efforts of U. S. Imperialism and its Chinese and Pakistani 
allies to render futile and portray as altered the new phase of the Thawr 
Revolution cannot be explained as anything but obstinacy against history and 
the march of time. 


The goal of the Thawr Revolution is to deliver our people from the bondage 
of evil, poverty and indigence and to rescue the millions of hard-working 
and tormented people of our country, who broke free of the last bond of the 
fascist despotiam attached to Americal Imperialism with the fall of the 
blood-thirsty Amin; accordingly, the dreams and fantasies of the Carters and 
their satellite agents about slowing down and rendering impotent the dynamic 
and energetic process of the course of the glorious Thawr Revolution will 
remain empty dreams and fantisies that will never be realized. 


Let the sworn enemies of our country ana our people shed bloody tears in 
for Amin and his wicked band and weep and wail in memory of their 

vanished disgraceful life; meanwhile, the swift caravan of our society will 

proceed with greater speed toward the clear horizon of victory, 
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AFGHANISTAN 


U. S. "PLAYING WITH FIRE’ BY CONVERTING PAKISTAN INTO ARSENAL 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 20 Feb 80 pp 4,5 


L Text_JInternational Imperialism, led by American Imperialism, is always 
Greaming of exploiting the material resources of the ay and =e 
futils fancies of plunder. Although both are lookin, the hyd way while 

reaching out their thieving hands, they will suffer a firm rebuff and come 
up empty-handed. Where, however, is the sense of shame and the fear that will 
prevent a repetition of their aggression and deter them from their savage 
encroachments? 


American Imperialism, which had many aspirations in this part of Asia, has 
panicked and has set out to find a new stratagem, especially since the vic- 
tory of the anti-‘mperialist, anti-monarchist Islamic Revolution in Iran and 
the expulsion of that country's Shah from the area disrupted American 
Imperialism's sinister, colonialist plans and dashed its long-range hopes. 


The reactionary Pakistani leaders, who, as the best administrators of 
America's plans, rank high on the list of American Imperialian'g servants, 

a series of incitements against Afghanistan's Thawr / 21 April- 
21 May_/ Revolution, That did not satisfy American Imperialism. It put in 
power in Afghanistan its other servant, Hafizollah Amin, during a traitorous 


conspiracy against the Thaw: Revolution, 


The victory of the first phase of the Thawr Revolution's evolution, which 
resulted in the fall of the criminal Amin and his traitorous, fascist band, 
also has panicked American Imperialism and the arrival in Afghanistan of a 
limited military force from the Soviet Union has provided World Imperialian, 


American Imperialism, with a good excuse for expanding its 
Imperialist aggressive activities. 


American Imperialism, which for a long time has coveted the oil reserves of 
the countries of the Persian Gulf area and the strategic position of the 
Indian Ocean, now has begun to transfer military forces and combat weapons 
to Pakistan. It wants to equip Pakistan with various types of aggressive and 
defensive weapons to serve as its arsenal against the peace and security of 
the area, 
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The Government of Pakistan, wiich has increased excessively its oppression 
of the noble and hard-working people of that country in the name of Islam 
and Islamism and is aloof from the people of Pakistan, considers the best 
protection of its power to be obtaining military equipment from China and 
America, and it has yielded to American Imperialism's plans against the 
establishment of security in the area, It has placed the existence of 
Pakistan at the disposal of world—devouring American Imperialism, 


The decisive reason for the arrival of the limited military forces of the 
Soviet Union is to check the incitements, aggressions, and threats that 
American Imperialism has unleashed against the Democratic Government of 
Afghanistan and its glorious Thawr Revolution with its gains that will 

build for the fu*ure and create greatness, Had American Imperialism, its 
chauvinistic collaborators, and its lackeys like Pakistan and China, not 
embarked on activities against the Thawr Revolution and the Government of 
of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and had they given our people an 
opportunity to make progress consonant with the goals of the Thawr Revolu- 
tion toward building a developed and free Afmnanistan, there would have been 
no reason for the arrival of the limited military forces of the Soviet Union 
and for the Democratic Repubiic of Acghanistan to feel the need for their 
arrival and to request their arrival, 


American Imperialism, which is playing with fire by its aggressive action, 
has endangered the peace and security of the region. The freedom, territori- 
al integrity, and the national sovereignty of the countries in this corner 
of the world were affected, 


Pakistan's transformation into the arsenal of American Imperialism, the 
sending of American warships into the Indian Ocean, and the despatch of 
American military forces to the Persian Gulf are enormous threats to the 
peace, security and national sovereignty of the countries of the area, since 
history has demonstrated that, whenever Pakistan has obtained military weap- 
ons, it has despatched forces to neighboring countries and has fomented 
trouble. This time, however, any trouble that Pakistan's Army foments, not 
only will harm Pakistan itself and cause Pakistan, by its own hand, to bring 
about its own destruction, but the area will become a raging inferno and, in 
that event,Pakist. along with the Imperialist "haves," will not remain im 
mine from and escayco heavy damages and heart-rending destruction, 


Not only does Pakistan's transformation into an arse..al of American weapons 
and equipment entail dangers for the peace and security of the area, it also 
threatens directly the countries of the area, especially India, Iran, and 
Afghanistan, 


Our hope is that American Imperialism will allow Pakistan to desist from 
this childish playing with fire, that the peoples of the area, under the 
shelter of international peace and security, will pursue forcefully the 
constructive paths of their respective countries and will advance toward 
progress and development, since the acilmowledged route to guaranteeing peace 
and establishing security in the world is non-intervention in the domestic 
affairs of countries and support of peace and security, 
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AFGHANISTAN 


AMIN ACCUSED OF HAVING COLLABORATED WITH CIA 


Kabul ANTS in Dari 16 Mar 80 p 4 





/Acticle: "Amin Was a CIA Accomplice and Collaborator"/ 


/Text/ The deduction which can be made from American imperialism's new 
colonialist tactics regarding the preservation of firm imperialist bonds 
and the shackling of the free peoples of the world who have delivered them- 
selves from slavery is that Washington's ru.._.6, without paying the slight- 
est heed to the hopes, needs and demands of peoples, are trying to impose 
those who have been hand picked by the office of the CIA on the people's 
will through spy networks, enticements, threats and the creation of hopes- 
thereby, then putting their evil political, economic and cultural designs 
and plans into practice. 


Bringing Pinochet to power in Chile, Pol Pot and Ierz Sari to power in 
Cambodia, al-Sadat to power in Egypt, and Amin to p.wer in Afghanistan is 
part of the new colonialist tactics of American imperialism, billions of 
dollars have been spent to impose them, and thousands upon thousands of 
innocent, deeply patriotic people have been outragec. sly slaughtered. 


The similarity which exists in the fascistic, inhuman behavior of people 
(!) who are thirsty for human blood like Amin, Pinochet, Pol Pot and Leng 
Sari in itself conveys the fact that these butchers of history were of one 
cloth and drank from the same "spring." 


Yes, this spring, which brings the message of infamy to the minds of all 
enslaved, tortured peoples of the world, has a special place, a place which 
is transferred from one generation to the next. Our successors, in realiz- 
ing their endless curses, will spread about word of all the filthy, shame- 
ful intrigues through which imperialism, which holds the world in its 
thrall, has held sway over the people of the world. 


This center of corruption, the source of inspiration for the monsters aid 
butchers who have been recognized by history, is the CIA. It is the CIA 

which accumulated people like Siegfried Mueller who used innocent Africans 
like firewood during World War Two and professionali butchers called "wild 
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geese" under the slogan of "money according to wishes, arms according to 
choice and the goal of killing peoples" and, through them, put and is 
putting thousands of patriotic, freedom-loving peoples up before the firing 
squad. 


Finally, it is the CIA which brought the butcher Amin to power so that 
through the merciless killing and slaughter of thousands of noble patriots 
he might cause thousands of families to mourn. 


In order to lift the curtain over Amin's solidarity with this espionage 
organization, and in order for our tormented people to acquire a complete- 
ly comprehensive familiarity with the nature of the goals and objectives 
of this hiscoric imposter--in view of the evidence and documents which are 
at hand on the subject--the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan has officially requested the Embassy of the United 
States of American in Kabul, through a memorandum, to perform its mora) 
and human duties with respect to the people of Afghanistan and to place 
all documents bearing on the cooperation between the treasonous, criminal 
Amin and the CIA at the disposal of the government of the Democratic Re- 
public of Afghanistan for further research by the pesple and government 
officials of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and for the completion 
of the files on this professional killer. 


This is our people's request and demand: to recognize further the true 
face of Amin the CIA agent and to comprehend the bloody conspiracy which 
would have awaited the people had his dictatorship lasted. 


We hope that the officials of the United States of America will respond to 
this demand of our people's and will perform their moral and human duties 
by disclosing Amin's cooperation with the CIA. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


SOVIET THWARTING OF CIA PLOTS PRAISED 


Kabul ANIS in Dari 17 Mar 80 p 4 


/Article_by Feyzollah: "All the CIA's Hirelings Have Been Condemned to 
Failure"/ 


/Text/ Once again quotation of the words of the leader of the workers of 
the world holds completely true: “Paris will hold the commune to be the 
bearer of proud tidings of the great new society and will crush its butch- 
ers on the tribunal of disgrace and humiliation." 


Beloved, revolutionary Afghanistan, as the beating heart of Asia, also con- 
siders the glorious April revolution to be the harbinger of deep, profound, 
great social changes and has crushed its butchers, like the merciless Amin, 
the devoted agent of American imperialism, on ‘he tribunal of disgrace and 
humiliation. 


The People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan came to fruition in accord- 
ance with the precise legitimacy of social perfection, like a granite 
mountain which cannot be shaken, as a manifestation of the achievement of 
the pure, sacred hopes and desires of our people, under the conditions of 
the reactionary, unjust dominance of the Zaher Sheh regime. From the 
moment this iidow‘table fortress f the toiling people of beloved Afghan- 
istan was formed and created, bloodsucking, unbridled world imperialism 
cad domestic reaction, like two cannibalistic monsters, opened their black, 
blood-soaked mouth to it in order, if possible, to devour it at once with 
their filthy hunger. However, our era is on the one hand an era of storms 
and movements of national salvation and nations have one after the other 
raised the banner of freedom and struggle against imperialism and reaction 
in this period, and the camp of social peace and progress has shackled the 
most barbaric and unbridled nations of world imperialiem on the other as 
the supporter and true defender of movements of national liberation and 
democratic national revolution on the international scene; therefore be- 
cause reaction and imperialism, by virtue of the victorious thesis which 
states "A new seed is being sown in the narrow corridor of the old palace 
and with che first declaration of war against ite old offspring has 
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declared iteelf with crying and screaming," have not been able to devour 
our beloved party, that is, the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, 
Otherwise, they would have been happy to do so. 


Although domestic reaction, that is, the regime of Zaher Shah, headed by 
the reactionary, merciless Shah who was the agent of Britain, representing 
barbaric international imperialism, tried to subject the People's Democratic 
Party of Afghanistan to lethai blows through ite blackest and most disgrace- 
ful acts, domestically and abroad, and, by appointing the darkest and most 
disgraceful butchers and murderers, to extirpate this make of honor of the 
toiling people (the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan) from within, 
and although thase black representatives did manage temporarily to draw a 
dividing line amcng the most truthful children of the people, nonetheless, 
this victorious, combative party, like an unshekeable rock, has remained 
steadfast and traveled all the narrow winding twisted paths, one after the 
other, emerging once again lofty from the test of history, more victorious 
and powerful than in the past. The proud members of the party, who had 
temporarily become alieneted from one another as a consequence of the 
counterrevolutionary, inhumn policy of the cruel Amin (representative of 
the CIA), once again rallied round the leadership of the party and, like 
molten steel, intermingled and held one another tightly in cheir embrace 
with hearts filled with the love of service for the people and toilers of 
the beloved revolutionary nation. However, bloodsucking world imperielisn, 
headed by American imperialism, could not bear this great victory and soli- 
darity of the people, so, once again, like a wounded dragon, it spread its 
destructive, toxic poison throughout the world and abandoned itself to 
worldwide propaganda and nonsense against revolutionary Afghanistan, the 
Afghanistan which had just saved itself from the bloody heels of the black 
devil under the leadership of American imperialism. It is just like the 
wailing of imperialism which, after the triumph of the glorious April rev- 
olution and the fall of the regime of the Nader-Da'ud dynasty, to which 
they abandoned themselves .n Afghanistan. Here, once again, after the vic- 
torious and indomitable stage of the People's Democratic Party of Afghan- 
istan, imperialism and ‘ts hirelings in the area ere shedding crocodile 
tears and are apparently considering the limited forces of the Soviet 
Union which have come to our country to defend the territorial -_ategrity 
and to support the gains of the glorious April revolution by invitation of 
the government of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan, to be an inter- 
vention, while the bloodthirsty world imperialists, who are continuously 
expanding their military forces in the region and the world, consider such 
an action to be their unequivocal right. Since the American gent lemen 
have a worldwide passport to export their arms and military forces, the 
selfish blindness of people is ludicrous. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


APGHAN CRISIS, ‘PSYCHOLOGICAL WAR' WAGED BY CHINA 
Pacis LE MONDE in French 3 Mar 80 p 2 


[Text) Already under the stress of great economic and political dif- 
ficulties, Vietnam riske being hit by the fallout of the Afghan crisis. 
The invasion of Cambodia had soured the sympathy which Hanoi had gained 
in the West and in the Third World countries; Western and international 
aid has decreased considerably. The entrance of Soviet croops into 
Afghanistan which Hanoi pute on the same level by declaring that "history 
seems to repeat itself" (telegram from the Vietnamese information office 
on 31 January), hae intensified Vietnam's isolation and has increased the 
mistrust of the other countries in the region. 


At the same time forced to give priority to the delivery of arms, munitions, 
materiel and foodstuffs to its new battleground and beginning to feel the 
effect of the American boycott, the Soviet Union--according to sources 
originating in Vientiane and quoted in the Far Eastern Economic Review 

in Hong Kong--had informed Hanoi that it could not count any longer on 
getting and grain aid during 1980. In 1979 Vietnam received 1.5 million 
tons of Soviexr wheat while its deficit in rice amounted to about 3 million 
tons. And what is more, the exploration and exploitation of Vietnamese 
vil resources which were to be undertaken by CEMA (Council for Mutual 
Economic Assistance) between now and up to 1985, wil! aleo suffer from th. 
embargo imposed by President Carter. 





This situation is all the more dramatic ar the country has suffered its 
worst drought within the last 30 years. According to information furnished 
by Phan My, deputy minister to the prime minister, during a conference on 
the subject of the drought “in many regions the rainfall is from 60 to 

95 percent below normal.” The production of hydroelectric energy has been 
so affected that the prime ministe: has decided to cut off the supply of 
electricity to all rural homes and to reduce it in the cities. 


Energy is reserved on a priority basis to hydraulic pumps, as “there is 
no more urgent task than the need to increase the production of grains 
(NHAN DAN, 6 February). At the same time shipping of rice to a parallel 
market must be avoided. "Many of the provinces had not collected and 
bought grain in a satisfactory manner and were not successful in insuring 
its control and preventing it from being cornered by the free market" 
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(Radio Hanoi 8 February). Even though the cultivated area has grown to 
more than 1 miliion hectares in 5 years, productivity remains quite poor 
and the objectives of the plan for stock-farming have not been attained. 


In the industrial field the production of consumer goods remains ineufficient, 
in quality as well as in quantity and "shows no sign of improvement," 
according to a recent report by Nguyen Loa, who has just been named the 
person responsible for the economy. At the same time costes increase. "In 
the north @ great number of iactories are not productive, their equipment 
is old and most of the time it is out of order, and there ie a scarcity of 
spare parte. in the south they depend on foreign shipments for raw material 
and equipment." There is actually no policy regarding the local supply of 
raw material and "iusufficient" exports "cannot cover the cost of importing 
indispensable raw material and equipment." Finally, the Hongai coal minew, 
the principal source of Vietnamese exchange, have not reached the norm 
which had been determined. 


A "Secoad Revolution" 


These difficulties and the lack of assistan-e obtained to combat them, have 
not failed to create political difficulties to the regime, which must carry 
out its Cambodian conquest, and support ite Lao ally. Peking is taking 
advar «ge of the situation by attempting to even further weaken its neighbor 
and adversary. In the field of propaganda China was delighted to quote a 
recent New Year's message by Le Duan, secretary general of the PCV, in 
which he called on his fellow-countrymen to tighten their belts a little 
more and to compare it to the 1976 message when he promised them a great 
improvement in their living conditions in the 5 to 10 years to come. On 

15 February Radio Peking in their Vietnamese tranemission, broadcast an 
article on the misfortunes of the inhabitants of the new economic zones. 

On 1 February, Humng Van Hoan, former member of the PCV Politburo, Launched 
an appeal to his compatriots to start a "second revolution" against "the Duan 
clique." Hoan fled to Peking last summer. 





However, it is mainly in the military fie'd that the Chinese pressure is 
heavy. By supporting Cambodian and Lao resistance and maintaining troops 
all along the Sino-Vietnamese border, Peking immobilizes hundreds of thousands 
of idle Vietnamese soldiers. According to a Hanoi report dated 20 February 
"400 groups ot spies and commandos have veen sent clandestinely to Vietnam 
by the Chinese reactionaries; in November 15 groups infiltrated in the 
districts of Mong-Lai and Binh-Lieu, in the Province of Quang-Ninh." 

The Chinese have established "ethnic minority work teams and have "secretly 
sent Chinese of Vietnamese origin to gather information, sabotage production, 
conduct psychological warfare and create dissensions among the ethnic 
minorities for the purpose of preparing to riot." Last summer, to protect 
them from this too effective Chines: propaganda, the Vietnamese had begun 

to regroup in the lowlands the inhabitants of the mountain villages too 
close to the Chinese frontier. 
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Chinese "Paychological” War 


The nountaineers of the southern high plateau are also becoming restless. 
According to corroborating information a estate of insecurity existe in 
thie sector where one travels only in militarily protected convoys. The 
Khmer Rouge and Peking have recently been mentioning FURLO's (United 
"ront for the Liberation of Oppressed Races) resistance activities. On 

23 January the Voice of Democratic Kampuchea broadcast a message from 

the “prime minister" of that organization, Anuk N'Gram, who denounced the 
“maseacres" and brutalities, and spoke of the success of his guerrillas. 
Although they are not numerous, ethnic minorities have played an important 
cole in both Indochinese wars, and occupy a strategic position. In the 
‘last few years some of their leaders, veterans of the PC, have been super: 
seded. Peking is trying to profit from this weak link in the system since 
many of the minorities straddle the Chinese, Vietnamese and Lao borders. 


To control thie situation, in February the present prime minister of the 
interior, Pham Hung, a southerner, launched an appeal for internal "unity" 
and for "improvement" of the security forces in the capital and asked the 
cadres on the retirement list to return to duty on the base line. On 

22 January NHAN DAN became alarmed regarding the "psychological war" carried 
out by the Chinese on the Vietnamese population. 


At the same time "imprudent and subtle" it had been successful in spreading 
rumors on the change in currency, in increasing prices; more especially 

as is regret.ully mentioned by the daily paper of the central committee 

of the PCV "some of the party organizations lack alertness and militancy 
and do not react rapidly in informing the people in regard to what is 

true and what is false." Moreover “some comrades are indifferent and 
irresponsible" and "involuntarily spread rumors and reveal state and party 
secrets in their conversations." 


It seems that this psychological warfare is well organized through campaigns 
of "clandestine acts," “wh‘spers," "forwarding of letters," and "attacks 

on our leaders and our policies." It tries also to “sow division and 
activate opposition within our organizations." 


Soviet aid discounted by Hanoi does not seem to be equal to the hopes and 
needs in order to face the crisis which is becoming widespread. Actually 
military aid is still forthcoming, but Moscow has changed the course of 
ite ;riorities to the advantage of Afghanistan; Vietnam is also asking 
itself some questions regarding the Soviet's hidden motives on Cambodia 
(LE MONDE 6 February). In the texts published at the end of January, 
Hanoi clearly let it be known that it wished to see the assistance of the 
Soviet bloc become stronger: "The militant solidarity and the invaluable 
and friendly cooperation between Vietnam and the brother socialist countries 
are the conditional objectives which will insure the victory of ovr people 
over the aggressors and the pursuit of our people's revolutionary work" 
(NHAN DAN dated 27 January). “It is more necessary than ever to reinforce 
in all fields the bloc of soilidarity of the true socialist countries and 
the revolutionary and progressist forces" (NHAN DAN 30 January). 


However, Vietnam must rely upon itself to a greater extent. The new team of 
leaders are aware of it. Will it have the means to follow its policy? 


7993 
ran. 4900 25 

















ALGERIA 


NEW BOOKS ON ALGERIA REVIEWED 
Paris LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE in French Mar 80 p 23 


[Review by Yves Florenne of the books “Les Pied Noirs," by Daniel Leconte, 
Le Seuil, Paris, 1980, 320 pages, and "Histoire de la France en Algerie," 
by Pierre Laffont, Pion, Paris, 1980, 552 pages: "Algeria: Nostalgia and 


Truta"! 


[Text] “wenty years later, Algeria, the Algeria of our fathers and even 
our great grandfathers, is still on our minds, as two books testify, two 
books that are very different and yet, quite similar in their search for 
truth and their acknowledgement -- whether de iberate or unconscious -- of 
nostalgia: the natural nostalgia for a native land, even -- and this is 
mo-e cruel -- for those who have realized that their presence had no fu- 
ture there and who go so far as to view it as scandalous. In other words, 
the two authors, as different as their books, were "French Algerians" 

and have remained so, for such a fact does not just go away. 


And yet, Daniel Leconte was 9 years old when his family left Oran, old 
enough to be marked forever, but not to bear witness, unless it be from a 
distance: "Nothing would ever again be the same." It was the sigh of 

an entire awakened people -- or population -- not yet aware that nothing 
would ever again be the same. It was 1957. The exiled child, who could 
have turned elsewhere, never lost sight of Algeria, which nourished his 
reflections as a man. Twenty years later, he went back to Oran, to ob- 
serve, question His inquiry spread to France, among the repatriates. But 
that is not the right word either because for them, their homeland was 
both places and then nowhere at all. 


Inasmuch as it is necessary to get at the roots of the errors and mistakes 
in order to understand them, the author retraces the history of the coloni- 
zation. Algeria's drama was that it was a colony of settlement, the only 
one, while being just a plain colony. Even with a demographic balance, 
what chance is there for a colony of settlement founded on overt, institu- 
tional domination? Unless it be in a desert of men who ask no questions, 
no chance at all. Either one must destroy the native peopie or dominate 
them by other means. There are only about two examples of such "successes," 
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and they are striking ones: the first, definitive, in North America; the 
second, uncertain, in the Russian part of Asia. 


His political optious. his philosophy, can only lead the author to a con- 
demnation of colonization in itseif, and therefore, of that colonization. 
Is he unreservedly gladdened over the "suicide" of the "colonial society"? 
The very portrait of that society, however legitinately harsh it may be 
toward those who led it, is not without nuances or tenderness. Actually, 
the Europeans were on the whole (by original sin) settlers, not colonial- 
ists. But they were not the ones who steared heir ship toward the shoals. 
The centennial celebrations were the culmination of the cultivated illu- 
sion that would lead to the "fiction of French Algeria." The author jus- 
tifies the attitude and options of the French Algerians during the war, 
which will give rise to debate. His analysis of De Gaulile's policy start- 
ing with that period and especially after his return is somewhat summary, 
but very revealing of an underlying sentiment that in a way contradicts 
reason and convictions of principle. Radically rejecting the colonization 
and suffering the decolonization, or rather, its means and consequences. 
Who has not dreamed of other paths? But the course was poorly charted 
from the beginning and thereafter, the wrong turn was always taken. It 
was coustantly too late. But in the end, who stood in the way, even 
pissively -- massively as well -- of a different solution, if any were 
possible, and made it impossible? Daniel Leconte himself shows that the 
sincere reformists, the lucid "liberals," were few in number. What is 
moving to read is something like an unconscious solidarity with those he 
judges the most harshly, a nostalgia he denies himself, of which he tries 
to rid himself: "Experiencing Algeria is perhaps and above all rejecting 
nostalgia." Yes, but: "One must experience Algeria.” 


Pierre Laffont sees Algeria with an equally heavy heart, but with a surer 
conscience. Daniel Leconte classifies him and his ECHO D'ORAN among the 
"liberals." It is also a history book that he writes, but it is total. 

It begins in the eighth century, not in 1830, not with guilt, but with an 
old controversy which, beyond the taking of Constantinople, goes back to 
the taking of Granada aud even the battle of Poitiers. Nor does it pass 
over the Berbers: Not everyone can have treated himse!f to a slave called 
Cervantes. History also serves to refresh one's memory and this history 
finally comes to the 19th century, but not without reminding us on the way 
that Algiers was bombed in 1815 by the Americans. The historian narrates 
with a great deal of verbe, but he judges and does not "gild the pill." 
He took up the expression at Thiers and applied it to the policy that would 
lead to the Evian accords. Does the end of this story begin in 1942 ur 
1954? Whatever the case, it will never be written too often and we have 
here a new and useful contribution. The witness gradually overshadows the 
historian, a witness who has sworn to tell the truth as he sees it. This 
truth is more than honorable because it was the truth of Camus, but Camus 
died in 1960. 


In his newspaper, Pierre Laffont protested against torture, which required 
more courage in Algiers than in Paris. He learned, and he wrote, that 
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the "coexistence of the two communities" was only possible if it were 
totally refashioned. He did not believe that it was already much too late. 
But nor is he inclined, as a Frenchman, toward self-accusation., The last 
lines of the book are significant: "One cannot dominate without giving. 
We gave a great deal, often in the wrong way, without a doubt, and defin- 
itely not enough. But how many nations cun prove that they have done 
better?" And he quotes this judgment, not without some spite: "The con- 
quest of A.geria ia an important fact, one auspicious for the progress of 
civilization.” The quote is signed by Engels. 


Two books; there will be more, perhaps. There is a reason for these return 
journeys that provide opportunities for the bookseller. But have the French 
heeded the warning on this 150th anniversary of what has been called, unhypo- 
critically and even a little too gloriously, the "conquest"? There are no 
more conquests, thank heaven, but only generous, chivalrous liberations. 
Bugeaud, Tarik and Tamerlan, converted, have become Don Quijote. But they 
are better armed. 


11,464 
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IRAN 


PUBLIC ORDER PRECAUTIONS STRESSED 
Army Reform Seminar 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 18 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] By inviting experts, university personnel, parties, associations 
and revolutionary groups, the National Defense Academy has announced that 
in accomplishing its scientific and research duties and mission and by 
taking into consideration the neea for reform and change in the structure 
of the army, the National Defense Academy plans to welcome the realities 
by holding a seminar in fulfilling [the idea] of formation of a national 
and people's army and recognizing defensive affairs properly. Therefore, 
all those interested, the committed groups and people who enjoy awareness 
and responsibiiity for development of Iran and the continuation of the 
Islamic revolution, are invited to submit their comments and proposals 
within the framework of the constitutional law until 25 Farvardin [15 April] 
next year to the secretariat office located at the National Defense Academy 
at Qasr intersection and if possible to include their address and telephone 
number for further contact. This seminar will be held for 1 week in the 
beginning of the month of Ordibehesht [21 Apr-21 May] and these issues 
will be discussed. 


Restrictions on Army 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 18 Mar 80 pp 1, 3 


[Text of statement by Dr Abol Hasan Bani-Sadr, president and commander-in- 
chief, issued yesterday] 


[Text] In the Name of God: 

To all personnel of Iran's Islamic Republic Army: 

l. In the work plan that I have presented to the people I find it essen- 
tial and a fundamental issue that the army should be reorganized as an 


independent and Islamic army. Therefore, I asked the necessary plans to 
be prepared rapidly for implementation. 
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2. The plans should be carried out in a calm atmosphere by maintaining 
military discipline. 


3. Therefore, any action that would lead to a disturbance in discipline 
and order in the army would be considered an antirevolutionary action and 
a plot against reorganization of the army. 


4. Discharged individuals do not have the right to be present at mili- 
tary locations. 


5. The people should know that if some individuals gather in the streets 
or in a location in military uniforms or in the name of the military, they 
have disobeyed orders and are there for the intention of making conspiracy. 


6. Military individuals should know that their commanders cannot be negli- 
gent, toward their mistakes and self-interest. Therefore, if one or 
several individuals take part in actions our. of their routine and military 
duties on their own, they will be treated severely. In all cases where 
military order and discipline have been disturbed, the public will be in- 
vited so that the guilty may be punished in their presence and at the loca- 
tion of their service. I am sure that those who seriously want a true 
reform of the army will stand against any provocation and that they will 
establish order and discipline at all bases and that there will be no 

need for the nation's hand. 


Signed by Bani-Sadr, president and commander-in-chief 
Revolutionary Consolidation in Fars 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 16 Mar 80 p 2 


[Text] Shiraz (KEYHAN cc~respondent)--The resigned Pasdaran of Fars 
Province have sent a letter to Imam Khomeyni and forwarded a copy to 
KEYHAN. In this letter, while mentioning some points on the influence 
of conspirators in the area and the causes for events in that province, 
they have asked the revolutionary leader to put an end fo the powerseek- 
ing classes and the pressuring groups who have started to support the 
former satanic snobs. 


The letter points out: 


From the beginning of the victory of the Islamic revolution, we joined 
the Islamic revolutionary Pasdaran [Guards Corps] of Fars. We had come 
to revive and guard freedom and independence. The conspirators used all 
types of tricks and conspiracies to first isolate and "hen fire us. 


We have witnessed how a corps member who was going to fulfill the goals 
of the poor people of our country would start to support the same former 











satanic snob to the point that the commander of tle Guard Corps practi- 
cally supports the conspirator's tribal chiefs in the Friday prayers. 

In the event of "“Babamonir Momaseni" all of the plunderers, and tribal 
chiefs joined hands in tesieging the deprived Moslem tribesmen with hun- 
dreds of armed mercenaries. To put an end to the event, the Guard Corps 
and the Imam's representatives entered the scene. However, instead of 
supporting the deprived tribesmen decisively and getting them their 
rights which had been violated, they negotiated with the tribal chiefs 
and agreed that the Pasdaran replace the armed mercenaries in the bunkers 
in front of the tribesmen. If it had not been for our awareness another 
Naqdeh or Torkaman Sahara would have been created. 


Regarding the closing of the factories, which brought about unemployment 
for the workers, we decided to stop the oppression and treachery of the 
capitalists in the factories by establishing Islamic councils. Here again 
the gentlemen used all types of conspiracies and obstructions. 


Another part of letter notes: 


Under the conditions that the Imam has asked for the formation of an army 
of 20 million men, instead of keeping the anti-imperialist emotions in our 
people alive and mobilizing the people to fight with various conspiracies 
of U.S. imperialism, by attacking the Cassette-selling booths (which took 
place under the pressure of hunger) and distributing flyers on the Islamic 
veil, they cause the struggle to deviate from the main course that imam has 
determined. Instead of supporting 100 percent Islamic actions and revolu- 
tionary projects, the deputy minister of culture, who had at that time 
traveled to Shiraz, dismissed our Guard Corps brothers shamelessly from 
their responsibilities in order to, in his own mind, teach a lesson oh 
charges of supporting the deprived farmers and for fighting with big 
masters and landlords. 


In the end the resigned Guard Corpsmen have referred to the Sarvestan 

event and they have pointed out that the event took place with the mutual 
conspiracy of the feudals and other reactionary elements and thew have said: 
We warn the nation's Imam of such monopolism and purging of the informed 
and sympathizing elements from sensitive revolutionary organs and depart- 
ments. We are afraid that shortly they will lead the Fars region to blood- 
shed and fire and that many Naqdeh and Torkaman Sahara [events] would be 
created. 


We hope that with the guidance of that great leader such inadequacies 
would be prevented and that the revolution would be continued more splen- 
didly and firmly in a correct and Islamic line and deceitfulness would be 
neutralized. 
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Qom Investigation of Courts 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 16 Mar 80 p 8 


[Text] Qom--In an interview with PARS NEWS AGENCY, Hojjatoleslam Sheykh 
Yahya Soltani, chairman of the council of the office in charge of dis- 
patching judges from Qom seminary, talked about the dissatisfaction of 

some of the people by referring to regulations of the revolutionary court 
approved by the Revolutionary Council on 27/3/58 [17 June 1979] which 
specified that in general the revolutionary courts should take care of anti- 
revolutionary crimes and seid: Unfortunately, in some places the people 
take all of their complaints te the revolutionary courts and they have 

many expectations from these courts. 


He also referred to the point that in some cities the courts of the Justice 
Department do not carry out their duties and send the cases that they 
should handle themselves to the revolutionary courts. He said: "This has 
caused some type of disorder in the courts." 


Soltani said: "Another reason for the people's dissatisfaction is their 
lack of familiarity with the Islamic culture and ethics." He added: "In 
some cases where a criminal has been pardoned or the duration of his im- 
prisonment has been short, it has caused dissatisfaction and resulted in 
demonstrations whereas pardoning and forgiveness is one of the important 
ethical principles of Islam. Much has been heard about the people having 
suffered martyrdom and that they should see the punishment of antirevolu- 
tionaries with their own eyes. One should say that the people suffered 
martyrdom to revive the principles and ethics of Islam. The people's 
martyrs were the martyrs of Islam. Islam is a religion of mercy, it is 
not the religion of anger and revenge and the Moslem's satisfaction should 
not lie in taking revenge on one's enemy." 


In another part he said: "One of the reasons for the dissatisfactions was 
lack of familiarity with Islam's judicial methods." Referring to Islamic 
religious law, he said: "If the crime is not proven with the terms speci- 
fied in the Islamic religious law, the accused cannot be punished. We 
hope that, with the guidance of the people by the teachers of Islamic cul- 
ture and Islamic propagandists, such dissatisfactions which have been 
caused due to people's lack of knowledge would be alleviated." 


In another part of the interview, Hojjatoleslam Soltani referred to 
deficiencies in some of the revolutionary courts and prosecuting offices 
which have probably violated the rights of some people anc caused dissat- 
isfaction and said: "This matter should be resolved. We have prepared a 
letter about this to select religious judges primarily from the wise men 
who would know the Islamic basics at a sufficient level. We have considered 
short-term briefing classes and also training courses, so that after they 
pass the tests and their competency in justice and virtue is confirmed by 
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the senior authorities of the seminary, a card stipulating their compe- 
tency in judgment would be issued to them and if they do a good job, later 
they will be hired as judges by the courts of the Justice Department." 


Finally, he referred to the formation of inspection delegations to be dis- 
patched to the revolutionary courts and to attend to the work of the 
responsible authorities of the revolutionary prosecuting officers and said: 
"If they have committed crime and misused their position, they will be 
tried and punished according to Islamic law. 
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IRAN 


MURDER OF TURKOMAN LEADERS STIRS UPROAR 
Khalkhali Statement 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 25 Feb 80 p 3 


‘Lext] Ayatollah Khalkhali, a presiding magistrate who returned to Qum 
from Gonbad at the close of a 5-month commission, spoke last night over 

a telephone connection to a KEYHAN municipal correspondent about the 
slaying of four leaders of the Cultural Club of the Khalq-e Turkoman and 
stated that he had no information; he accordingly called for clarifica- 
tion of the matter, saying: “Let anyone who knows anything in connection 
with the slaying of these four persons divulge it to me on this occasion." 


"The Ayatollah Khalkhali continued his statement as follows: "I have 
announced repeatedly, by means of newspapers and in print that I have in- 
vestigated no one in Gonbad, Gorgan or Turkoman, nor tried anyone on capi- 
tal charges. And the whole course of affairs does not show a single 
Fedayi-e Khalq named 'Ali Farkhondeh Jahrami, whom I have ordered sent 
from Tehran. Among those known, was an ‘Abbas Afshartakesh Lu, recording 
secretary of the Tudeh Prrty of Iran, who was detained, and I ordered him 
freed. He is aware that no one from my office had occasion to investi- 
gate or to accuse anyone before the court. 


"I have no information whatever about the occasion in question, or even 
whether they were transported by the Guards Corps. I had not been aware 
of their being jailed, so it was with complete surprise that I heard that 
their funerals had been held on the outskirts of Bojnurd. 


"I think it probable that they were killed in the battle with the Guards 
Corps and chat after their complete defeat, the Fedayin-e Khalq gathered 
the remnants from the battlefield when the fighting had died down and held 
their funerals along the way while in flight. 


"Many fighters with the name Fedayin-e Khalq have gone to the vicinity of 
Bojnurd, Quchan and Shiravan. To throw light on the facts it is necessary 
for an inquiry to be conducted by the local authorities. The groundwork I 








have done in this regard in Gonbad, Gorgan and Dasht-e Turkoman 
explains: 


1, "That nonportable wealth wae requisitioned from more than 350 feuda- 
tory individuals who, although themselves opposed to the Revolution, 
recently made common cause with the Fedayin-e Khalq in all sincerity in 
thie fighting, and have even subsidized then. 


2. “That the portable properties of Ja'far Bey, Milani and Yusof 
Shemali, along with that of several leaders attached to the wretched 
Pahlavi regime, were requisitioned. 


3. “That all the requisitioned lands falling within the centers of muni- 
cipalities, or in their suburbs, and which ought to be for the more than 

250,000 needy and homeless from the locality, and from the Zebol region, 

should have housing constructed «pon then. 


4. “A cash subsidy to those dwelling in towers of silence around Gonbad 
and Minidasht, a free city and Turkoman markettown. 


5. "The dispatch of a special deputation for creating construction through 
taxation is under study by the governor-general. 


"I emphasize once again that I have no information in connection with events 
leading to this killing and that anyone having this background information 
can disclose it." 


Governor-General's Statement 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 25 Feb 80 p 11 


[Text] ‘Abdol'Ali Mosahhef, governor-general of Mazandaran, in a tcle- 
phone conversation with KEYHAN, addressed the matters of the beginnings 

of land redistribution around the perimeter of Gonbad and the killings of 
four members of a cultural and political club called the Khalq-e [urkoman. 
In connection with settlement programs in Mazandaran Province, and particu- 
larly in the region of Gonbad, the governor-general said: 


"Gonbad's settlement programs are on the right track with respect to 
agricultural plans. Steps have been taken on the basis of these programs 

to divide and distribute the land fairly on the basis of the Islamic order. 
The draft plan of Reza Esfahani in this matter has been submitted to the 
Revolutionary Council. Accordingly, Khalkhali has ordered the redistribu- 
tion of lands of persons whose holdings had reached a feudal size. A 
portion of these holdings has been divided up and this morning [yesterday] 

a detachment of Revolutionary Guards has come to Gonbad from Qom, support- 
ing Khalkhali's agreement with the governor-general's determination to bring 
the plans into effect. 
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"Plans are accordingly in hand to house 200,000 individuals from the Zabol 
region, so that homes in a corner of the land to be given them will also 
be ready." 


The governor-general spoke about the number of residents that have been 
imprisoned in the Gonbad area, on the number of those who have been 
transported to Tehran without notice, and on the bodies of four lecders 
of the Cultural and Political Club of the Khalq-e Turkoman. The governor- 
general said: It is said that these four persons were taken to Tehran by 
the Guards Corps. And again, that they were transported from Tehran. I 
was at a gubernatorial seminar when I was suddenly informed by telephone 
that the bodies of these four persous had been found. I informed Tehran 
and took what steps might be taken to prosecute the case and announce the 
facts concerning it. 


"By way of corroboration, I have only the information that the latter per- 
sons were taken to Tehran and were transported. I do not even know where 
they were taken from Tehran, or whether they wer. killed on the return trip, 
or in Tehran itself. And at this point I have no illuminating document on 
army procedure. But they must have been transported to Tehran, according 
to army custom; in any event this subject is not in my range of competence, 
although I want the matter investigated for the sake of justice." 


Mosahhef, on the occasion for the killing of these four persons, which has 
had a great effect in the area, and among the Turkomans, and is a possible 
factor in the later outbreaks in the region, said: 


"I am, of course, unable to express a theory at the present time on this 
situation. But if the question had been about the formation of these 
village advisory councils, which has been among the actions undertaken by 
this staff, or about the lower depths of the Turkoman personality, and not 
about a matter that has ~nly been on paper, then such a tragedy could 
possibly have been perpetrated by a troubled personality. The waste of 

the death of these four, if they had some deep connection to the people 

of this area, could be the product of a troubled person. “ut from another, 
equally important aspect, many Guards Corpsmen have been killed. These are 
questions which will have to be answered in front of God. I look upon such 
an opinion filled with regret. But if we regard the matter from the stand- 
point of a Muslim's rights, then the capture and punishment of the indivi- 
duals responsible becomes clearly delineated. But we are sorry for those 
unidentified murder victims." 


The governor-general of Mazandaran asked what person had given the order 
to arrest the four, about who had made accusation against them without 
supporting evidence, and about the trials of those arrested, said: "This 
is a problem outside my competence, but the governor, with an eye to the 
welfare of the district, can ask of the competent authorities that the 
latter be brought to trial as quickly as possible." 
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A question was asked: "Does the staff of the Khalq-e Turkoman then have 
permnission for these acts?" 


"There was nothing to be settled, They took the authority upon themselves 
without the least permission. They had no permission before, just as they 
do not have it at present. At most, the state has heretofore no executive 
power with respect to them." 


The governor-general was asked: "Had the Khalq-e Turkoman divided up the 
feudal landholdings; and if so, is this division linked to their remaining 
authority?" 


"In fact, this staff holds the lands under its authority, but we have 

no information about the manner of the division. If the division has 

been accomplished, it is not known whether its basis would be acceptable 
to our administration. It is difficult, because the feudatories have no 
townships, but the redistribution ought to have a plan and this plan ought 
to be evaluated and approved. If land distribution accomplished through 
the agency of the staff of the Khalq-e Turkoman were not in conformity 
with a system acceptable to us, it is possible it might be set aside, or 
if it had been done in a manner departing greatly from our system, it is 
possible it might be adjusted or given renewed ac.tention." 


Mosahhef on Television Debate 


"Bani-Sadr said to the Fedayi Irregulars: ‘This debate is set for the 
present week.' I expect the exact time to be made known." 


Turkoman Fedayin Responsible 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 26 Feb 89 p 2 


[Text of statement by a group called Turkoman Fedayin, which claims to 
follow the armed policy of Mas'ud Ahmed-Zadeh, claiming responsibility 
for the slaying of the four staff leaders of the Khalq-e Turkoman) 


[Text] Be exceedingly careful of what is behind the usurping staff mem- 
bers who have treacherously tried to impose themselves upon the deprived 
masses of tne Turkoman Steppe end to restrain the laboring and sacrifi- 
cial masses of the countryside from following the path of class struggle, 
and rising from it to revolutionary struggle; the Central Committee is a 
traitor to the People's Party, built upon failure to persist, according 
to a method that has become notorious, and upon concessions at crucial 
points to the masters of principle, that is, the people's organization. 
And many noxious illustrations and calculations attest to the fact that, 
by various paths, and by propagating extremely revisionist theories, by 
their willingness to take advantage of partisan youths and peoples, the 
staff has been drawn into ideological impossibili:y. And in view of other 
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matters, such as their lack of attention to our roblems and their indif- 
ference to them; and in a firm attempt upon one of the points of their 
opportuniem--especially after the Daneshsara incident--steps have been 
taken for the revolutionary capture of a number of the traitors. It was 
seen, on this occasion, as a response to an earlier punitive attack, and 
as revenge for the other punishment imposed upon the hard-working and 
sacrificial people, through the outbreak of war. The governmental author- 
ities, which have hitherto presented to the hard-working and sacrificial 
people no other aspects but those of punishment, privation of freedom, of 
being a victim of fraud and popular repression, all these ugly aspects are 
to be -limiuated by progressive and democratic manners, an exaltation of 
movement, such as in the advisory councils in the country districts, and 
revelation ‘n competition with rectitude. A basic point at this stage is: 
“How can 4 single individual, with any accuracy, pass judgment upon th 
perpetrators of imperialistic government, or upon the capitalism attached 
to it, and imagine that the masses of ordinary people and the former can 
be drawn into class cooperation?" ( 


For us, as for anyone who, under present conditions, calls himself a 
Marxist-Leninist, the perpetrators of goverraent by enemies of the working- 
classes, for whom, if collected together in an imaginary scenario along 
with the propagandists who prop up a capitalist regime and those who have 
become dependent upon it, for those we hold as traitors to the greatest 
degree, there could be no penalty but death--as it would have to be, in 
order that the conceptual veils be torn from the eyes of the masses. With 
respect to the subject of the remaining usurpers, let us exercise extreme 
caution in accepting the surrender, or making peace with, the regime, or 
with the deviationists, for the struggle is under conditions such that the 
masses of the Turkoman Steppe will be held under the most extreme and dread- 
ful bourgevis pressure, for they will alsc be seek’ g arms with which to 
fight us; therefore surrender to them is the greates. treason. And let 

us be careful about lack ~f{ attention to the wording of statements to the 
revolutionary government concerning hostages we wish to take steps to 
display; as to tue latter, I will remind you to do whatever will bring the 
p:ople's victory and revenge about the more quickly. Concerning a retri- 
bution of fire, then, there are abundant activities among the usipers that 
are well-documented touching elements of the regime; we are constrained to 
complete the matter decisively, with a single revolutionary peoples court 
at a “summit interview" in the presence of a jury from among the revolu- 
tionary Turkoman fighters. We have begun to condemn some hostages, and 
these have admitted to the following acts: 


l. Acting as intentional accomplice or associate with a hireling of a 
faction traitorous to the people; 


2. Attempting to conspire, or to draw into treasonable deviation a cam- 
paign of the revolutionary Khalq-e Turkoman; 
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3. Attempting noxiously by its usurpation treacherously to upset policy, 
and circulating its deviationism among the staff; 


4. The collection of sums exceeding 20 percent from country people by a 
predatory, treacherous physician; 


5. Expulsion of groups of Turkoman fighters from the Turkoman Cultural 
and Political Club upon the idle pretext of "anarchism." 


6. Acting as accomplice in the slaying of two elements of the staff, 
namely, Araz Mohammed Gari and Allahomorad Tirafkhan. 


Altogether seven persons have been tried under these charges and condemned 
to death by these revolutionary courts-- which death sentence was carried 
out by means of revolutionary comrades at the place of execution. The dead 
consisted of: 


Mohammed Darakhshandeh Tumja; 

"Abdol-Hakim Meftum; 

Tawwaq Mohammed Vahedi; 

Mohammed Mohammed i ; 

Qoli Qoljani; 

Hoseyn Jorjani; and 

Nur Mohammad Utaq (of the traitors of Ganish Dafeh). 


“SMOULwNnPE 


Names of all current hostages will be kept for a second ann. incement. 


Death to the opportunistic traitors, who by deviationist movements and open 
acts in the villages have protracted the str:egle of the fighting comrades! 


Death to American imperialism and to the dependent capitalistic base for 
its intervention! 


May the noxious penetration of opportunism cease to be in the Iranian 
Communist Movement! 


May the memory of the great Comrade Mas'ud Ahmad-Zadeh be revered! 
With faith in victory along our path-- 


The Army of Turkoman Fedayin 
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Revelations of Guards Corps 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 26 Feb 80 p 3 


[Text] In recent days, individual members of the Guards Corps and the 
Guards Corps station, have been at the center of press conferences which, 
with the participation of groups of correspondents there, have explained 
the causes and manner of the events in the Gonbad region. At the outset, 
a picture of the Fedayi irregulars of the people in these circumstances 
was clarified. And at the end, documents in connection with those circun- 
stances were placed at the correspondents’ disposal. 


One of the Guards Corpsmen, speaking in connection with these circumstances 
along with other affairs of the day and illustrating the role of the corps 
in various events of the country, said: 


"Ic is unfortunate when the government cannot adapt itself to daily ques- 
tlons and problems; unfortunate, too, when groups of powerseekers try to 
exert their jurisdiction from the beginnings of operations. According to 
documents that have come to hand, these powerseeking individuals began to 
form advisory councils in Gonbad, and in the towns and villages of the 
Gonbad region from the 6 Ferverdin [28 March 1979'; and on that occasion 
an advisory body was formed in Gonbad with staffs at other points under 
the supervision of these advisors. The latter attempted to conceal their 
personal ambitions under the cloak of their supervisory work. The Turkoman 
people's staff that came to be established in Gonbad had a Marxist char- 
acter which depended greatly upon a staff of popular militia. Documents 
have come to hand emphasizing what we say. Most of the publications of 
this organization are publications of communist organizations of the Kur- 
destani newssheet category; RAZM and KARGAR and other publications of that 
sort have come to hand. In the same way many confiscated seals verified 
by this staff itself hav- also come to hand." 


Individuals of this organization with these seals! They circulated theii 
credentials and distributed them through towns and villages. Continuing 
his statement, the spokesman of the Guards Corps individuals stated: 


"On the basis of existing documents and telephone conversations among 
members of this organization, it has become known that the latter spoke to 
one another in code, in which, for example, they said ‘photo,’ meaning 
‘weapons’ and ‘film,’ meaning, cartridges; which can now be heard by means 
of the taped conversations that are here. 


"The biggest problem concerning the advisors, from the organization and the 
aforesaid individuals is the way they imposed themselves--in one village 
called Sombe-Makhtum, consisting of 70 householders, only 5 persons had 
become members of the village council, that is, only 5 had agreed to sign 
on: if this village council was no burden, was a village of 70 householders 

















represented by only 5 people? Is this the meaning of the 'democracy' of 
which these individuals claim to be the embodiment? In another village, 
these same individuals deposed an advisory council formed from among the 
villagers themselves on the pretext that the latter had been without the 
supervision of the Turkoman People's staff. These individuals did not 
juet impose themselves; for example, at the time when the Revolutionary 
Council allowed for a 20 percent portion of the poll tax to be spent on 
the welfare of the towne in vach region, these individuals went to some 
of the rural areas, collected 20 percent of the poll tax and left the 
area. It is not known how they spent it. On the basis of documents that 
have come to hand, these individuals did not merely impose their beliefs; 
rather they set forth as directions: in everything that increases the poli- 
tical power of the advisors, dispense justice, and let the potential power 
of the commands of the state be weakened. It even became obvious on so 
many occasions to some people that the individuals of the Turkoman People's 
staff gave clear signs of disobeying instructions that gave an occasion of 
threat to them, and they said: ‘If you do not refrain from your actions, 
you will be confronted with hostile measures from us,' it not being known 
what these ‘hostile measures from us' might be. These individuals gave 
some of their actions the cloak of Islam; they announced the order of 
prayers in the mosque and held them in order to benefit their exploita- 
tions. In some of the country districts, for example, when confronting 
those persons opposed to the advisors, they quoted verses of the Koran to 
them, broadcasting the name of the Lord among the people, in order to 
achieve their objectives. Did the use of Koranic verses by such people 

to serve their own ends and objects appear logical? What person, it might 
be wondered, would be gullible enough to be deceived by ‘them? 





"These persons assembled letters the country people wrote to the Imam, not 
permitting them to reach their destination. And in the end they said to 
the people, ‘See? Your letter for the Imam went, but no answer came. '" 


The spokesman of the Guards Corps continued his statement, saying: 


"These individuals waged a holy war of convenience against anyone t’.ey 
cousidered their enemy, and wrote in letters, for example, that countrymen 
such-and-such needed an allotment since he had distributed poison, but a 
war of convenience is a great bother. And in letters addressed as instruc- 
tions to other staffs, they wrote, ‘If you come to the countryside, try not 
to let your departure disturb the peace of the organization. '" 


Who Were Those Rotated on the Staff of the Khalq-e Turkoman? 


"Who were the persons who rotated on the staff and made up c.ne village 
organization? 


"One of these was a person by the name of Shir Mohammed Darakhshandeh 
Tamaj, who, sometime in the year 52 [1977-78 AD] had been the most junior 
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of civil servants. He wrote a letter to the blessed presences of the 
servants of his Most August Majesty Homayun, Shahanshah and Aryamenr, 
requesting that the Shahanshah order that the former's competence of 
service in recruiting had been firmly established in the Ministry of 
Agriculture and had been noted. And he signed the letter, closing ‘with 
the hope of a command from the biessed dust of your feet, and with sincere 
reverence to the Lord Sultan.' It is all the more astounding that this 
person should write such a dreadful letter from prison, asking for pardon 
at the same time that our brothers were personally suffering the most 
severe torture without submitting to the regime. The aforesaid letter 
was written in 1354 [1974-1975]. Corroborating documents are in hand 
which leave no doubt. And certain of the individuals are unable to pre- 
tend that he wrote the letter under torture." 


What Happened in Gonbad? 


"On the 19 Bahman [13 February], travelers appeared in some of the villages 
and throughout Gonbad. In Gonbad, in particular, the citizens were caught 
up in the excitement and anxiety by the evening of the 19th, considering 
the outbreak of violence among groups probable, because tne houses on the 
heights of the city had been entrenched, with excavated tunnels running 
among some of them. People gave indications of reacting and tore up the 
ennouncements. Next morning a meeting was held in the city square when 
an artillery shell suddenly went off, killing six people and injuring many 
others. Whereupon the Guards Corps arrived upon the scene and dispersed 
the people. Those who had formed the meeting took refuge in front of the 
education building while groups in the branching network of pipes abc» 
began to distribute arms among the people. A fight broke out between .i.1e 
people and various groups. I called the people's attention to this point. 
Most of our brother Guards Corpsmen were being shot in the area of the 
head, the reason for this being that the rifle sights were set high with 
respect to the height of the buildings where the target appeared. Unfor- 
tunately, no other organized forces appeared on the scene at the beginning 
of this fire-fight and we defended ourselves alone from the bu_ldings. 
They [the enemy] called upon the people to attack the garrison in order to 
arm themselves; the people replied that if they were not fired upon they 
would attack the garrison and arm themselves. But fortunately the enemy 
positions fell into the hands of the Guards Corps, along with prisoners and 
the documents." 


What Were the Causes of the Disturbance? 


"When, after the changes in Kurdistan, the message from the Imam of the 
lifegiving God was published among the people, conflict broke out among 
various groups of the Fedayi irregular militia. These groups, as a result, 
reached the point of having to show their power to the people by creating 
disturbances in other areas, and with their strike plan they could attack 
the state and the people from their power base. And for the sake of this 
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matter they dragged Gonbad into the dust and blood. But fortunately, 
between vigilant people and courageous Guards Corpsemen the conspiracy 
was neutralized." 


At the conclusion of the Guards Corps spokesman's statement, one of the 
correspondents said: 


"Give an explanation of the deaths of the four persons who were allegedly 
staff leaders of the Khalq-e Turkoman: Is there any truth to the rumor 
that these four were slain by the Guards Corps?" 


The Guards Corps spokesman i oplied: "Basically, the Guards Corps soldiers 
have always the duty of obedience to the rules of the canon law that is 
imposed upon judges and canon lawyers: for one of the Guards Corpsman's 
principles of faith is: obey! In answer to this rumor I must say that a 
special group of officials has been ordered by the army command to inves- 
tigate this matter. On future occasions, people will be dealt with by us 
in the course of the matter and we shall decide on the results through 
investigation and study. The rumor that is circulating, that individuals 

of the Guards Corps had a share in the matter, is no more than a rumor; 
even if a mistake might have been made and an individual of the Guards Corps, 
without deceit, had a hand in the course of events, we will place responsi- 
bility for the matter firmly with the people. And we will turn this indi- 
vidual over to full revolutionary justice." 


Another correspondent asked: "What is the latest news from Gonbad?" 
"The situation is calm." 


Another correspondent asked: "It has been said that irregulars in neigh- 
boring feudal areas have done the same work. What are your views on this 
matter?" 


"Reliable documents which give evidence linking the irregulars to feudal 
areas have not come to hand.” 


Another interviewer asked: "What is the number of Guards Corpsmen killed 
in the course of the Gonbad affair?" 


“Eight were slain and we have had more than 60-7. people wounded, and 8 
civilians were killed." 


Once the interveiw was concluded, it was announced that Abu-Sherif, who 

had been ordered by Bani-Sadr, president of the republic and commander of 
the Guards Corps, to investigate the course of events in the city of Gonbad, 
would participate in a meeting today. But as of this hour (5 pm), the meet- 
ing has not been held. It was announced that questions about the facts 

and causes of the disturbances in the city, in Gonbad and in other places 
will be answered at a later meeting to be held in a few days' time. 
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ECONOMIC REFORMS EXPLORED BY VARIOUS GROUPS 
Fight Against Profiteering 
Tehran BAMDAD in Persian 17 Mar 80 p 10 


[Text] Following the speech of president Abol Hasan Bani-Sadr delivered 
in the gathering of the bazaar businessmen, followers of the Imam's line, 
and giving them a deadline of 2 weeks to reduce prices, some of the pri- 
vate sector and government authorities expressed their views on the issue 
of lowering prices. 


Bizhan Bayat Sarmadi, member of the board of directors of the Organization 
for the Protection of Producers and Consumers, said: "For price cutting, 
first hoarding should be alleviated. In this issue, the consumer's sensi- 
tivity is one of the factors for rising prices. In other words, due to 
hoarding by consumers, demand increases. Hoarding by the consumers is 
more dangerous than that by businessmen. The people should know that if 
they buy their needs on a daily basis, there will be no shortages in the 
market. On the other hand, hoarding can be alleviated very rapidly in the 
market." 


He then referred to the role of the mass media and said: "The mass media 
can give adequate intormation to the people and tell them hoarding by con- 





sumers is not correct in our society. In doing so, the revolutionary should 
give the necessary help to take hoarded goods out of warehouses and put them 


directly at the disposal of consumers and bazaar businessmen can prevent 
hoarding by producers and wholesalers." 


Gathering of Information 


The director of the price study center said: "The most important point in 
lowering prices is to gather information on production and imported goods 
in one center. This would help us !now about shortages and alleviate the 
factors that have caused hoarding of those products. We should also iden- 
tify the middlemen between producers and consumers and get rid of them." 
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He added: "In my opinion, a special group or our businessmen in general 
are not so organized as to meet and consider such matters. In my opinion, 
prices will not be reduced in 2 weeks." 


The director of the price study center emphasized the establishment of 

the statistical center and said: "With the help of the Central Bank and 
the Ministry of Commerce, the price study center should establish a mutual 
center and for every product either produced or imported an identification 
card should be prepared to include all of the specifications of that 
particular product." 





Hushang Azarmahd, the deputy director for international affairs, of Cen- 
tral Bank, said: "To cut prices there are various models and parameters. 
However, considering that our society is a revolutionary society, the words 
of the president which have psychological and guidance aspects are the best 
solution for lowering prices. In our current society, if we want to play 
around with rates of interest, volume of bank notes, reduction of imports 
and lowering the budget, there will be no reduction in prices because we 
have not yet achieved a logical economic balance." 


Dr Azarmahd added: "In my opinion, the guidance aspects of this issue are 
very important. What is ~bvious is that the president has some plans 
which will be very effective." 


Imam's Syndicate Committee 


Khamushi, the head of the Imam's syndicate committee states: "The Imam's 
syndicate committee has been involved in the issue of demand and supply 
by mistake. This has been the job of the Ministry of Commerce. As the 
ministry had failed to do its job, we tried to adjust supply and demand." 


Khamushi said: "One of the reasons for high costs is the shortage of 
goods. One of the other factors is lack of production in the covntry and 
also the point that the status of the ownership is not clear, especially 
in industries, and that there are unresolved labor problems and invest- 
ments. These factors have caused a shortage in supplies of goods in the 
market. We cannot allow imports to meet the shortages as foreign exchange 
will leave the country and unemployment will increase." 


He said that one of the main reasons for the high cost was the people's 
purchasing power, He said: "Money hase suddenly become available to the 
people. The excessive amount of money has caused demand to go higher 
than before, thus demand and supply are out of balance. Meanwhile, the 
middlemen and profiteers are hoarding.'' Khamushi said: "At the time of 
satan, 80 percent of capital had b a absorbed in housing and today this 
money has been poured into transactions on the market. The people buy 
goods with this money and hoard them in order to sell at a higher price." 
He added: "Another factor which has caused prices to go up is economic 
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insecurity. Every day an irresponsible authority says something new. 
This has caused people to feel insecure in making investments and has 
resulted in production not being sufficient." 


Clerical Control Versus Capiialists 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 17 Mar 80 p 10 


[Interview with Dr Hasan Tavanaiyanfard by KEYHAN, date and place not 
given] 


[Excerpts] One of the fundamental problems that Iran's Islamic revolu- 
tion faces is the existence of a "corpse" by the name of the ‘economy,”" 

the special characteristic of which is the assembly industry, consumption, 
ties with world poles, single production, inflation, etc. If the revolu- 
tionary government were to put aside all compromising solutions and appeals 
to the only solution for rescuing Iran's econony, that is, a genuine Islamic 
solution, then perhaps this wrecked ship may reach the coast of rescue and 
victory and in this way the ideas and views of those who think in the direc- 
tion of Mohammad and Ali's Islam will be the only solution. 


On this issue, we talked to Di Hasan Tavanaiyanfard and asked his views 
on Iran's economy, constitution, etc... 


It should be pointed out that the interview took place some time ago. But 
according to our commitment, we did not publish the interview because of 
his candidacy. 


[Question] Did you vote for the constitutional law? 


[Answer] Yes, I voted and I voted positively. Despite the criticism that 
I had of its economic principles I found the principle of the religious 
jurist one of the best original aspects of the constitution. But since 
there was nothing on the economic authorities of the religious jurist and 
that there is no word on the Islamic economic terminologies such as tithe, 
I wrote and presented my criticisu to the council of experts. 


[Question] What were your reasons for objecting and going on a teaching 
strike? 


[Answer] I heard from the council that some of the Westernized people were 
objecting to the principle of God's ownership. Therefore, I took this 
action to support the clergy. On the other hand, the economic principle's 
of the constitutional law did not conform with Islam, such as the 60th 
principle, which allowed foreigners to get Iran's mining industry, agri- 
culture and trade in their monopoly. I sat quiet against those princi- 
ples and went on a teaching strike. I was somewhat successful, because 

the 60th principle was completely eliminated after the passing of the law. 











Unfortunately, however, a revision was not made in the economic princi- 
ples and now they look more like the Chicago economic school than Islamic. 


[Question] What is your opinion about the religious jurist? 


[Answer] I fully agree with the principle of God's ownership, that is, 
all means of production should be under Allah's proprietorship and through 
that channel be at the disposal of religious jurist. I do not find anyone 
as pious as religious jurists who cannot be bought. I presented this issue 
to the Assembly of Experts. However the Westernized wings prevented its 
approval. I believe that only the righteous clergy will protect the 
people's rights in the councils. 


[Question] Everyone is more or less familiar with your opposition to 
Bani-Sadr's banking plan and other economic policies of the government 
last year. The question that the public asks is: What caused you to con- 
gratulate him suddenly after his recent speech in the congress? 


[Answer] The Conspiracy of the Capitalist and Compromisers 


[Answer] The capitalists and compromisers who find inflation in their 
interest or their survival in the expansion of the influence of the Western 
superpowers were happy about this and were congratulating themselves and 
their foreign and local friends on the survival of the paracapitalist sys- 
tem. The capitalists were the ones who prevented the participation of 
informed forces in the government so that their plans to establish a 
capitalist system would not be revealed. And therefore they used innocent 
religious forces who were unfamiliar with the mechanism of polytheistic 
economy. As a result, the innocent religious forces who had put all of 
their energies and power sincerely at the disposal of Iran's holy Islamic 
revolution, were taken advantage of by the conspiracy of the capitalists 
and their work resulted in nothing but harm to the reputation of Mohammad's 
Islam both within and outside the country. We should not deceive ourselves. 
The way the system functioned last year damaged the prestige and reputation 
of the Islamic revolution. The failure of the system was intentionally 
caused by the nature of paracapitalist, colonialist economy related to 

the satan. The capitalists should know that their death is near and that 
it is God's nature and reputation that the colonialists should be destroyed 
and that the poor should become the righteous heirs of earth. Therefore, 
in the past year most of the innocent religious forces achieved nothing 
but failure in running the economic structures despite their sincerity and 
indefatigable efforts. This resulted in demonstrating to them that what 
has remained of Iran's economy is nothing but a polytheistic economy and 
such an economy is condemned to death, therefore that they had not been 
successful. For the same reason, they have turned away from the economic 
system related to Iran's paracapitalism and have looked for an Islamic 
economy, an economy to which, because of its installment type nature, the 
future belongs. - ‘3s at that time that the president's words changed 
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color and promised an economic revolution, in that his words in the 
congress were about setting up agricultural towns with agricultural in- 
dustries within them. There were words on closing assembly industries, 
combining unnecessary departments and returning their employees to agri- 
culture, changing the content of subjects taught in universities etc... 
Therefore it was my obligation, since I had opposed the monetary policies 
last year, to congratulate the move of brother Dr Pani-Sadr, president- 
elect, because the opposition or agreement of a Moslem does not have 
personal reasons and the school of thought has taught him "to direct 
others to do what is laid down by religious laws." 


[Question] In your opinion what should be the first action to take by the 
parliament and the president? 


[Answer] The dr: “ting and passing of the constitutional amendment should 
be for an Islamic and monotheistic economy and to cease all ties with the 
Eastern and Western superpowers. The Eastern and Western superpowers should 
take their hands off the weak countries in the world and the Moslems should 
rely only on God. In another part of the Koran, God says: "Ask whatever 
you want from me’ Why is it that if we have faith we incline toward this 
and that direction? Which of the superpowers helped us in this revolution. 
Was it anyone but God? 


[Question] Are you affiliated with any group or party? 


[Answer] I am not affiliated with any group or party. I do not support 
the position of any group and party. I am ready to go to the Islamic 
parliament to serve the people and God. Now, if any party supports me, 
I will use it but I will not devote myself to them. I have a line that 
I will continue myself. 


[Question] What is your »pinion regarding the occupation of the U.S. 
Embassy? 


[Answer] I support this revolutionary action and I further suggest that 
all other embassies should be occupied, but they should not take hostages. 
Who knows if such crimes are not committed in other embassies also? For 
instance, who knows if the Koreans are not getting criminal instructions 
from that embassy and that the person who was sending orders to the U.S. 
Embassy would not be sending instructions to other embassies? 
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IRAN 


GOODS SPOIL LN CUSTOMS BEFORE REACHING MARKET 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 10 Mar 80 p 5 


[Excerpts] Four hundred warehouses, each with an area of 2,000 to 3,000 
square meters, plus the customs storage yards, are overflowing with needed 
goods. 


At the same time that there is a very marked shortage of various goods on 
Iranian markets, among these vitally-needed foodstuffs, medicines and 
chemicals, millions of tumans worth of these and other items have remained 
unused in Teh: n's customs yards, warehouses an. Iranian ports, and are 
rotting and disintegrating. If more attention is not paid to these important 
matters, the remainder of these goods will be destroyed in the same way as 
those which were already ruined. As an example of the extent of the problem, 
according to available documents, one consignment alone of these goods was 
sold for 16 million tumans. 


Ninety percent of the goods in the cvstoms warehouses of Tehran have been 
abandoned, Some items have remained in the storehouses for about 5 years. 
Their owners either have fled or have been executed. 


Escorted by Hojjatoleslam Soltani, customs representative of the Revolutionary 
Prosecutor's Office, we took a look at the Shahryar Customshouse in the Old 
Karra) Road, as well as Gharb Customshouse. Outside the Shahryar customs 
yard, several units of refrigerator and 18-wheeled trailers had been let 
loose into the surrounding desert. A number of people were busy dismantling 
them. Hojjatoleslam Soltani, noting our amazement and curiousity, said: 
These trucks and trailers belonging to the Commerce Department have been left 
here to the grace of God. Anyone who needs something may take it off the 
trailers and carry it away. He added: If things continue in this manner for 
a few more months, I imagine that nothing will be left of these trailers. 
Most of thse trailers were new, snow lay on them and their tires have rotted. 


Inside customs, we noticed hundreds of latest-model Mercedes-Benz, special 
fire-fighting vehicles and tanker-trucks. The tires of most of these vehicles 
had rotted. We brought one of the cars out from under the snow and observed 
with the utmost amazement that its fenders had rusted and disintegrated. 
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Supposedly the price of these cars range from 100,000-450,000 tumans. Some 
of the Mercedes-Benze resembled those of the highway police. Perhaps they 
were ordered for this very purpose. However, several years have paseed and 
no action has been taken towards releasing them from customs. Now, they have 
been identified as abandoned goods and have become government property. 


Thousands of Tires 


Construction equipment, textile machinery, plastic and combustible materials, 
six-axled refrigerator trailers and trailer-beds, big trucks, special fire- 
fighting trucks and tankers, a great deal of machinery and other goods were 
arranged side by side in the Shahryar Customs yard. All of them were in a 
state of corrosicn and disintegration as a result of exposure to sunlight, 
rain and snow. In the midst of all of this, thousands of automobile tires 

of various sizes were piled up in the middle of the customs warehouse. Every 
spectator is stunned by this in light of the sher'age of tires on the market. 
Hojjatoleslam Soltani said concerning this: "These tires are not considered 
abandoned goods. They could have been released from customs with fair 
efficiency, and thus have eliminated the market's tire shortage. Thus, I 
have no idea why the owner or owners have so far not taken any action toward 
releasing them." 


Raw Materials for Factories 


Thousands of sealed drums of various colors were stacked at different points 
in Shahryar's huge yard. One of the representatives of the Revolutionary 
Prosecutor's Offic said about these drums: The contents of these drums are 
raw materials for factories. Unfortunately, underneath the snow and rain the 
possibility of their decay is very high. Certain of the goods in the yard 
were covered. Also we were unable to identify various pieces of equipment. 
However, some of the goods Lave completely gone to wrack and ruin. Our 
inspection of the Shahryar customs took place at 1200 hours and lasted about 
an hour. - 


Ninety Percent of All Goods Abandoned 


According to the statement of Hojjatoleslam Soltani and another representative 
of the Revolutionary Prosecutor's Office accompaning us, Tehran possesses 

four customs warehouses: Gharo, Shahryar, Ershad, and Jonub. In these 
warehouses, as well as, Mehrabad Airport customs and Air Taxi's (which is 
connected with the airport), there are ar »roximately 400 covered storage 
areas. Each of these has an average area of 2 to 3 thousand square meters. 
Ninety percent of the huge quantity of goods in these storehouses has been 
abandoned. 


At 1300 hours we left to visit Gharb Customs, and on the return route we again 
observed those trucks and trailers belonging to the Commerce Department. 
Only this time there were more people engaged in wrecking them. 








Cheese, Cooking Oil and Medicine Spoiled 


The Gharb Customs warehouse held a considerable amount of abandoned goods. 
Refrigerators, chinaware, sleeping bage, televisions, bathtubs, automobiles, 
sewing machines, baby food, toys, cloth, carpets, pieces of decorative wood- 
work, construction appliances, gas lanterns and cooking stoves, marble tables 
and chairs, and 10 millimeter glass were among the goods found in but one 
storeroom. A considerable number of mats were completely rotted. When we 
tried to pull a portion of these mats out from under the snow, they ripped 
into pieces. 


A considerable quantity of cheese, Mazola oil and medicine has also remained 
at Gharb Customs for a long time and has spoiled. 


176 Cartons of Penicillin 


Hojjatoleslam Soltani said: "After the revolution, penicillin became 
unavailable in the country due to the countless number of wounded people. 

Yet at the same time, 176 cartons of penicillin were stored under inappropri- 
ate conditions in the customs warehouse and spoiled completely. Only 
alcoholic beverages and whisky have been kept in covered storerooms and 
maintained under the best conditions." He added: "In these warehouses there 
are electrical generators, searchlights, construction equipment, roadbuilding 
and construction machinery, surgical devices, washing machines, heaters, air 
conditioners, fans, agricultural machinery, steel girders, different kinds 

of mats, exercise equipment, glass and hundreds of other items. Some of 
these goods have been ruined and if the rest are not soon released from 
customs and utilized, millions of tumans of damage will be done to the 
Treasury." 


9597 
CSO: 4906 


51 








IRAN 


SHIPPING INSURANCE RATES IN GULF SKYROCKET 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 10 Mar 80 p 1 


[Text] Shipping ineurance premiums for the Persian Gulf have increased up 
to 20 times. For a two-week voyage to the Persian Gulf 65 percent of a 
vessel's value must be paid as insurance. 


International ineurance companies have increased their insurance rates on 
goods destined for the Persian Gulf because this area is considered a war 
zone, : 


Shipping firme engaged in transportation in the Persian Gulf are in some 
cases obliged to pay more than 20 times the previous rate for insurance 
because this area has been announced to be a "war zone." 


According to this unfair decision, regular premiums against the danger of 
war in the Gulf have increased from 25 per 1,000 to 50 per 1,000. However, 
insurance rates for Iranian ports is even higher; in order to carry goods 
to Iran 10 per 1,000 is added to the above figure. 


Insurance against the danger of war does not include the possibility of being 
bleckaded in the area (the Straits of Hormuz)[as published]. Thus, to insure 
passage, extra insurance between 1/4 to 1/2 percent must be paid. Countries 
in the Persian Gult littoral have protested concerning the one-sided policy 
of the insurance companies. Each time a ship-owner wishes to completely 
insure his cargo against all possibilities for one two-week voyage to the 
Gulf, he must pay the equivalent of 65 percent of the value of his ship in 
insurance. 
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CIVIL STATUS LAW IMPROVES WOMEN'S RIGHTS 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 17 Mar 80 p 4 


[Text] RCC issued the fourth amendment to the Law of Civil Status No 188, 
1959. 


The amendment identified the legitimate reasons which allow a wife to 
reject obedience to her husband. This is to put an end to the oppression 
of some husbands in using their right for demanding obedience. 


The amendment meets the principles of Islamic statute suitable for the 
spirit of this age. The amendments, in substance, with the objectives of 
Arab Baath Socialist Party and the 17.30 Revolution. It is also in agree- 
ment with the ancient Iraqi states, especially those of Hammourabi which 
paid great attention to the family aiming at the maintenance of family 
ties and penalizing those who violate them. 


According to the amendments the wife will receive no reimbursements in 
the following cases. 


a--If she leaves her husband's home without permission or a legal reason. 
b--If she is detained for a crime or debt. 

c--If she refuses traveling with her husband without a lawful reason. 

2. The wife is not obliged to obey her husband if he is oppressive in 
his demand of obedience aiming at her detriment and depression. In this 
case she is not to be considered as rebelling against her husband. The 
following are examples of oppression and detriment. 


a--If the husband does not furnish his wife with a house compatible with 
their social and economic condition. 


b. If the house is so far from the place where the wife works that it 
becomes impossible for them to strike a balance between their house and 
office commitments. 
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e~- If the furniture does not belong to the husband. 


f-- If the wife is suffering from a disease preventing her from obeying 
her husband. 


j~- The court must not make haste in passing the judgement of the wife 
rebelling against her husband unless it obtains the reasons behind that. 


4. The court has to pass the judgement on the wife rebelling against her 
husband after all of its efforts of removing the reasons which stand 
against c»Sedience have been exhausted. 


5. The act of rebelling against one's husband is considered one of the 
reasons of separation in the following cases. 


a--The wife has the right to demand separation two years after the settle- 
ment of the act of rebelling against one's husband. The court has to pass 
the separation judgment. In this case the deferred dowery is invalid. 


If the wife has received all the dowery she has to return half of it. 


b--The husband has to demand separation after the settlement of the act 
of rebellion against one's husband. The court has to pass the separation 
judgment. The wife is obliged to return the advanced dowery. Her de- 
ferred dowery would be invalid, if the separation took place before 
marriage consummation, the deferred dowery will be invalid. The wife is 
to return half of what she has received, in case of receiving the whole 
dowery. 


6. The separation, in accordance with item 5 of this Article is considered 
marriage portion. 


The law is to be implemented from the date of its publication in the 
Official Gazette. Its provisions shall be applied to the decisions which 
have not acquired their final degree. 


In accordance with the principles of Islamic sta’ues suitable for the spirit 
of the age, justice, the objectives of Arab Baath Socialist Party and the 
17.30 July Revolution, the ancient Iraqi statues, especially those of Ham- 
mourabi which paid great attention to the family aiming at the maintenance 
of family ties and penalizing those violating these ties, and since the 
civil status law has not identified the legitimate reasons which allow the 
wife to disobey her husband and no measure has been put to guide the 
courts in judging the wife's legitimate right in disobeying her husband 
and for the purpose of putting an end to the oppression of some husbands 
in their demand of obedience according to the above-mentioned principles, 
this law has been enacted. 


[numbering and alphabetizing in text as printed] 


CSO: 4820 54 











INDUSTRY MINISTER SEEKS PETROCHEMICAL BUILDUP 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 6 Mar 80 p 5 


[Text] Mr Taher Tawfiq, RCC member and Minister of Industry and Minerals, 
took part in the discussions of the morning session of the second interna- 
tional seminar of petrochemical industries which started yesterday at 
Habbaniya tourist city. 


Commenting on a research dealing with the materials necessary for petro- 
chemical industries, the minister stressed that the seminar should elabo- 
rate on a plan to enlarge petrochemical industries in Iraq. 


The minister added that the first seminar held in Baghdad in 1975 resulted 
in the implementation of the petrochemical complex No 1, in Basrah 
governorate, which is expected to be commissioned soon. 


The Minister pointed out that the ministry will benefit from the seminar's 
recommendations to establish a large petrochemical complex within the min- 
istry's plan for the forthcoming years. 


The minister said that the significance of the seminar's results is linked 
with its contribution to provide the technical and economic prerequisites 
to activate this industry in Iraq. 


The establishment of the new complex, the minister added, will lead to a 
real expansion in the field of petrochemical industry in addition to a 
developed plan to use and transfer technology in all industrial organi- 
sations. 


The minister explained that Iraq enjoys natural resources and natural po- 
tentials enabling it to establish national industries in the framework 

of the national planning to secure the needs of the Arab nation and 

the developing countries in general. 


The minister announced that the current year will witness the implemen- 
tation of a number of petrochemical industries projects including the 
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petrochemical complex No 1 in Basrah governorate, the paper factory of 
Misean governorate, the expansion of Basrah, the mine of the chemical 
complex in Akashat and the fertilizers factory in Khur az~-7ubair. 


The minister said that the five year plan of 1981-1986 will score high 
rates in the production of petrochemical and converting industries. 


On the other hand, the participants in the seminar listened to a number 
of research papers dealing with the plastic materials used in engineer- 


ing industries, the implementation of No 1 petrochemical complex and the 
production of polyester and synthetic fabrics. 
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IRAQ 


NEW PROJECTS PLANNED FOR NORTHERN OIL 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 13 Mar 80 p 2 


[Text] Dr Hashim Fadhil Abdul Hussein, the Presi- 
dent of the State Organization of the Northern Oil, 
affirmed that the comprehensive plan of the Organ- 
ization emerged from President Saddam Hussein's 
saying “one of the last two barrels of oil in the 
world, would be from Iraq." 


In a statement to INA on the occasion of the 7th anniversary of the triumph 
over the monopolist international oil companies on the lst of March 1977, 
he said that our plans, aim at realizing the policies of the country i.e. 
producing oil according to the needs of the national development plan, our 
commitments towards the brotherly and developing countries and to keep 
shares of this depletable wealth for the future generations. 


However, following the Nationalization Decision on 1.6.1972, the Revolution 
had to organize oil production on economic and scientific bases taking into 
consideration the aspirations of the Party which aims at amalgamating this 
sector with the national economy. 


Dr Abdul Hussein pointed out that the Organization had realized outstand- 
ing progress. Moreover, he said, that our first five-year plan which be- 
gan in 1976 according to working programmes, realized successfully a com- 
prehensive development in the oil process and production as well as 
establishing gigantic strategic projects, securing new oil resources apart 
from the existing ones, and conducting broad oil explorations throughout 
the country. 


The President of the Organization, reviewed the modernization process of 
industrial equipment storage and pumping units which were left by the mono- 
polist companies in Kirkuk, Jambur, Bai Hassan, Qayyara, Ain Zalah and 
Khanagin oil fields. 


He further pointed out, that the national cadres could put additional 
engineering designs for developing oil production technology taking into 
consideration the climate and the produced oil features. 
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The volume of investment for developing the operations of the Organiza- 
tion during the last four years reached maximum averages, which repre- 
sents manifold rate cowpared to the investments of the Monopolist Iraq 
Petroleum Company duriug the last 45 years of exploitation of our oil 
resources, he said. 


He explained that the monopolist companies did not invest any amount 
except replacing the old equipment by new ones and maintaining a number 
of oil wells for their own interest. 


The President of the Organization explained that the staff of the Orani- 
zation solved most complicated technical problems in implementing the 

oil projects, in the forefront of which was, developing the production and 
exportation capacity, as well as exploration of new oil reservoirs and the 
extension of the Iraqi-Turkish oil pipeline. He reiterated that this 
outcome was realized, due to the extraordinary efforts exerted by the em- 
ployees, sinning with the studies carried out, laying detailed engineer- 
ing des! and using the method direct implementation which resulted in 
minimizing project costs to about 602%. 


He pointed out that the strategic projects were carried out by purely 
Iraqi cadres. In fact in a very short period we could double the expor- 
tation of oil, at cost of 1D. 33,000,000 as well as doubling the produc- 
tion capacity through developing the Jambur and Bal Hassan oil fields at 
cost of 1D. 90,000,000 in addition to the establishment of the new indus- 
trial complex which feeds the Iraqi-Turkish oil pipeline that has cost 
1D. 60,000,000. 


Dr Hussein, announced that preparations are made to implement the compre- 
hensive development five year plan for the years 1981-1985 which is 
considered a cornerstone for developing our oil industry. He added that 
the plan covers, the process of evaluation and development of the oil 
reservoirs and, to enlist the newly explored wells into production as 
well as carrying out explorations for new fields, implementing the pro- 
jects for the gas thac accompanies the process of oil production which 
is expected to be completed by late 1982 costing 1D. 130,000,000. This 
project will produce 250,000 tons of liquid gas in addition to 500,000 
tons of pure sulphur and large quantities of liquid gas which will be 
used for feeding the industrial projects throughout the country. 
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IRAQ 


KIRKUK IRRIGATION PROJECT SHOWS ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 15 Mar 80 p 2 


{Text] In the north of Iraq, there are wide agri- 
cultural areas which depend on the rain in water 
winter. The idea of building a big irrigation 
project to water the plain laying between the 
Zagrous and Himrin mountains was proposed by the 
Abbasides more than 1000 years ago. Planning for 
this project reflects a true image of the Mesopotamia 
civilization. They started work to construct the 
project on two stages to transfer Alzab River by 
digging Sin il Feel River and second stage to trans- 
fer the Abbaside River which is near the current 
project of the Kirkuk Irrigation Project. Both 
attempts had failed and the rivers were only twelve 
metres deep while, they should have been fifty metres 
deep. Therefore we can say that the Abbasides had 
thought with genius and planned for the Project ina 
scientific way which copes with the latest planning 
methods in this century, but the nonexistance of 
technological means, hac prevented the completion of 
the project. 


Owing to the importance of this vital project which help to provide 
agricultural products and promote livestock wealth and due to the 
instruction and care of the July 17-30 Revolution, extraordinary efforts 
were made and great abilities were mobilized for its implementation 
according to the latest scientific methods. 


The Director General of the Kirkuk Irrigation Project Administration, Mr 
Nabil Hamoudi Mejeed, said that the aim of the Project is to transfer 
the tlow of Alzaib River an industrial channel through the Dibis Dam in 
order to use the waters reserved at the Doukan Lake for irrigating 
1,167,160 million donums of land. The Project uses a modern method for 
distributing water through non leaky asbestos pipes. 
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The project electronically controls the process of receiving and distrib- 
uting water in a scientific and economic way. 


The Director General added that the Dam's structure, which transfers 
waters has been completed as well as 95 percent of the main stream shich 
branches from the industrial channel. Under construction is a wide net- 
work of sub rivers and another of asbestos irrigation pipes. It is 
worth mentioning that the Ministry of Industry, is building the first 
factory in Iraq for such pipes. 


Experimental Farms and Modern Villages 


The Directcr General of the Kirkuk Project went on to say, that the Admin- 
istration is linking engineering development of irrigational projects in 
a parallel line with agricultural development. He also said that the 
Administration has created experimental farms which represent types of 
lands due to be irrigated by the Project. 





Feed Channel 


Abbasides failed to build the feed channel and British experts who studied 
the project in 1948 and 195] had agreed on irrigating the Kirkuk-Idheim 
lands by transferring the Alzab river by building a dam in the district 

of Dibis but they did not implement the Project, because they were unwill- 
ing to develop the Iraqi society. Inorder to shed lights on the channel 
which is considered as the Project's backbone, we had an interview with 
the Director of Direct Implementation Engineer, Abdul Mejeed Rashid, who 
said that the Channel is a unique one in the world because of the nature of 
its geological structure and the difficulty in passing water through it 
because of cracks and Algipseen material whose solubility makes 50 percent 
of the channel's water to go inside the ground. Iraqi and foreign experts 
have studied this subjec* and recommended that the Channel's soil should 
be changed and solidified with reinforced cement. A contract was signed 
to buy the second largest machine in the world worth four million dinars 
to be used for this purpose. The expected total cost of the Channel is 1D 
62,000,000. At the beginning of 1982 the Channel will irrigate 323,600 
donums and forty thousand donums in 1983. 


The Role of Iraqi Staff 


The Ministry of Irrigation applies the system of democratic management 
recommended by President Saddam Hussein. Accordingly the Ministry has 
held continuous seminars in which Iraqi experts and workers took part with 
the foreign experts to discuss the annual, monthly and weekly programmes 
for implementing the Project. These discussions have led to the develop- 
ment of the daily work and solved work problems which stem from the diffi- 
culty of the channel's topography. 
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118-200 percent of the work has been completed according to the required 
technical qualifications. This has led to the technical development of 
the Iraqi staff. Training courses and work with the foreign staff had 
an important role in changing Navy Workers into skilled ones. Moreover 
Iraqi women are also participating in the Project as civil engineers. 
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BRIEFS 


USSR TRADE PROTOCOL--Moscow, Tuesday. The protocol of trade exchange 
between Iraq and the Soviet Union was signed here today. The signing of 
the protocol comes at the conclusions of the meetings of the Iraqi-Soviet 
committee for trade cooperation between the two countries for the current 
year. The protocol was signed on the Iraqi side by the Undersecretary of 
the Ministry for economic relations while it was signed on the Soviet side 
by the Soviet Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade. The Iraqi Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Trade had arrived here last week heading a delegation 


to take part in the meetings of the committee. [Text] [Baghdad BAGHDAD 
OBSERVER in English 5 Mar 80 p 4] 
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ARMY TO CHANGE INDUCTION AGE 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in Faglish 3 Apr 80 p } 


[Text } 


CSO: 


4820 


HAIFA. — The army is 
deferring induction of 18-year-olds 
until the age of 19 or 20, Chief of 
Staff Rafael Eitan said 
The chief of staff, who was ad- 
dressing the Israel Scouts at their 
annual meeting, explained that 
several things could be achieved by 
deferring induction: 
“First, youths would finish their 
(secondary school) studies, and 
perhaps even start their university 


"studics. Second, they would enter 


the army more mature and 

have fewer ad‘ustment aithoultion 
And third, they would have an op- 
portunity before induction to . 
ticipate in activities with a 
challenge: in the fields of educa- 
tion, neighbourhood work, develop- 
ment towns and so on."’ 

Military sources last night stress- 
ed that the idea as articulated 
Se ee ae Oe 
age was only a proposal. This 
now being checked for its sotonttas 
effect on manpower, and it will be 
some time befvre any recommen- 
dation is made, they said. 

Yesterday's statement bv the 
chief of staff, they felt, was intend- 
ed as a trial balloon to test public 
reaction. The same sources said 
they personally were highly scep- 
tical whether the proposal would 
ever be translated into policy. 

The 400 you who jammed 
the scouts’ itorlum near Kib- 
butz Ramat Yohanan drev the nor- 
maliy laconic chief cf staff into an 
hour-long question-and-answer ses- 
sion. 


Asked about his stand on the ad- 
ministered territories, Rav-Aluf 
Eitan was *traightforward: ‘Those 
who claim we should withdraw 
from Samaria and Judea are 


the state Jews 
settling at these places. Why did it 
look legitimate then and not now?"’ 

He said world ‘‘public "ts 
asking ‘or us to go back to the 1047 
borde: es, ing less, 

“That would mean abandoning 
Ashkelon and Jaffa, and Upper 
Nazereth and Kiryat Shmona, and 
dozens of other places as well, 
because they were all Arab land 
then,"’ he said. 

Why should it seem to set 
up a new settlement in 
not near Nablus, he asked. 


scouts. ‘Freedom to work, to go 
and to do what we wanted, because 
we are Jews and this is a Jewish 


adout time we started searching for 
new ones, bringing the old ones 
back to life."’ 


my's morale has reached 
wy low. ‘It is simply not true. On 
» contrary — the more difficult 


have enjoyed it. In the paratroops, 
for instance, we have four can- 


didates for every opening." 

He also claimed that the number 
of women who ask for military ex- 
emption because of their re 
backgrounc has not increased 
much during the past 10 years or so. 
‘The whole subject has been dis- 
torted out of all proportion,"’ he 
said. 
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BRIEFS 


HERUT RESOLUTIONS REPORTED--The head of the Herut Movement Secretariat, 
[deputy minister in the prime minister's office] Yoram Aridor, said that 
during the cabinet's term in office about 10,000 Jews have settled in 
Judaea and Samaria. He also noted that the cabinet succeeded in solving 
about half of the housing distress problems by building 14,000 apartments. 
At the meeting of the movement center, Aridor attacked the alinement 
leaders for virtually supporting the establishment of a Palestinian state 
in Judaea and Samaria. The deputy defense minister has rejected outright 
the statements made by Major General Ben-gal, who said that political 
considerations prevented the cabinet from taking action against the 
terrorists in Lebanon. At the Herut center meeting, Mordekhay Tzipori 
emphasized that such talk is an injustice and that no political considera- 
tion is preventing the government from safeguarding the country. [Text] 
[TA101930 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 10 Apr 80 TA] 





GAZA STRIP WORKERS UNION--Another institution which had been paralyzed 
since the 6-Day War has recently resumed its activities in the Gaza Strip. 
This is the Association of Workers’ Unions which comprises workers from 
various branches. Our correspondent Bassam Ja‘bar reported that the number 
of public institutions in the Gaza Strip wishing to resume their activities 
has recently increased due to the fear that the autonomy would indeed be 
established and then they would no longer be recognized. [Text] [TA091818 
Terusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1800 GMT 9 Apr 80 TA] 


MARCH UNEMPLOYMENT--Last month 25,000 people sought work with the employment 
service. This is a decrease of 1,800 compared to February. However, a 
clear increase can be seen in the number of people unemployed for 6 days or 
more: 9,000 in March compared to 5,000 in February. It can be noted from 
data supplied by the employment service that a decline has also been marked 
in the demand for employees: 13,000 compared to 20,000 in February. It 
appears that most of the people who requested employment in February found 
it difficult to find employment in March. [TA041845 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 1600 GMT 3 Apr 80 TA] 











IRANIAN EMIGRANTS--Hundreds of Iranian Jews who arrived in Israel after 
the riots that erupted after the shah was ousted and remained in Israel 
as tourists for some time, have returned to Iran. The number of Iranian 
immigrants has recently diminished, even though the Revolutionary Council 
in Iran is not preventing Jews from leaving the country. The only limit 
is in terms of the property or valuables these emigrants are permitted 
to take--only $1,000 per person. Immigration and Absorption Ministry 
statistics reveal that only 300 Iranian Jews came to Israel in January. 
They arrived via Athens and Rome, since the air links between Iran and 
Israel had been disconnected ever since Khomeyni rose to power. [TA041845 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew ‘ Apr 80 p 1 TA) 








KUWAIT 


OIL EXPORT SWAP ARRANGED WITH MALAYSIA 
Paris AN-NAHAR APAB REPORT & MEMO in English 17 Mar 80 pp 7-8 


[Text] Kuwait has proposed a crude oil swap arrangement with Malaysia, the 
Malaysian national news agency reported from Kuwait last week. It said that 
Kuwait's oil Minister, Sheikh Ali Khalifa al-Sabah, made the suggestion after 
turning down a request from Malaysia's visiting Finance Minister, Tengku 
Razaleigh Hamzah, for a purchase of between 10,000 and 20,000 b/d of Kuwaiti 
crude. 


Malaysia produces about 220,000 b/d of crude. Much of this oil is of very 
high quality, between 39° and 43° API, and Malaysia exports about 90 percent 
of its crude, importing cheaper, heavier crude which it refines for domestic 
consumption. Kuwait provided 46 percent of Malaysia's imports last year. 


Tengku Razaleigh was quoted by the national news agency as saying that details 
of the proposed swap were still unclear, but in principle Sheikh Ali was 
suggesting that Kuwait increase shipments of its 32° API crude to Malaysia 
and that Malaysia export its oil to third parties whose supplies of Kuwaiti 
-rude would be reduced. Kuwait had said that its commitments were too heavy 
co enable it to se'' more oil to Malaysia, the minister added. 


During Tengku Razaleigh's visit, it was announced that the two countries 
will set up a joint investment company. 


The Kuwaiti ambassador to Malaysia and Japan, Ahmed Gaith, later said that 
agreement had been reached on the swap and that a Kuwaiti technical delega- 
tion would visit Malaysia soon to work out the details. He also said that 
the delegation would investigate the possibility of Kuwait's helping Malaysia 
to build an oil refinery. 


The Malaysian government meanwhile announced that it would not sign any more 
production-sharing agreements with foreign oil companies but would instead 
offer contracts based on monetary payments. 


An announcement in Kuala Lumpur said that Malaysia was "losing" hundreds of 
millions of dollars because it was not getting the benefit of recent oil 
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price rises. Deputy Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamed, who is also Minister 
for Trade and Industry, said that three agreements signed in 1976 with Exxon 
and Shell specifically barred Maiaysia from making price adjustments which 
would affect the companies’ profits. The Exxon contract further stipulates 
that the Malaysian government may not give any special incentives to other 
o1l companies without giving the same incentives to Exxon. 


Shell and Exxon together lift about 40 percent of Malaysia's crude for 
export; when the production-sharing agreements were signed, Malaysian crude 
was priced at $12 a bbl, compared with about $40 a bbl today. The oil firms 
moreover pay 35 percent income tax, 5 percent less than other companies. 


Dr Mahathir said that Malaysia's state oil company, Petronas, would sign an 


agreement next month with Occidental for gas exploration and development 
off Trengganu state. 
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ECONOMIC COOPERATION AGREEMENT CONCLUDED WITH AUSTRIA 
Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 17 Mar 80 pp 6-7 


[Text] Kuwait has signed an economic cooperation agreement 
with Austria, a country with which its trading links have 
in the past been virtually non-existent. At the same time, 
the two countries agreed to set up a joint company for 
economic and investment cooperation. 

The agreements were signed during a five-day visit 
to Kuwait last week by Austria’s Vice-Chancellor, 
Hannes Androsch, who is also Finance Minister. That 
setting up the joint company was signed with Kuwait's 
Finance Minister, Abdel-Rahman al-Atiqi; no details 
were given. 

Neither were any details available about the 
cooperation accord, which Kuwait's Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, Abdel-Wahab al-Nafisi, said was 
designed to boost trade. 

This has been minimal in recent years. With the 
exception of a singular purchase by Austria of $10 
million worth of Kuwaiti crude in October last year, 
Kuwait's total exports to Austria since 1976 have not 
exceeded $300,000. Austrian exports to Kuwait have 
been substantially greater, $13.8 million in 1977, $13.2 
million the following year and $15.3 million in the first 
11 months of 1979, but they still represent a mere 4 per 
cent of Austria's total exports to the Arab countries of 
the Middle East, excluding North Africa. 

Dr Androsch also conferred during his visit with the 
Emir, Sheikh Jaber aj-Ahmed al-Sabah, and with Oi 
Minister Sheikh Ali Khalifa al-Sabah. 

Austria’s biggest trading partner by far in the Arab 
world is Iraq; two-way trade in 1978 amounted to some 
$265 million (with a deficit to Austria of $93 million), 
equivalent to about 33 per cent of Austria’s total trade 
with Arab countries. In the first 11 months of last year 
this had nearly doubled, to $550 million, about 45 per 
cent of total, whic the deficit widened in Iraq's favour 
to about $297 million. 
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The only other Arab country to record a trade 
surplus with Austria two years running was Libya, its 
second trading partner in the Arab world. With the 
overall value of two-way trade rising from $179 million 
in 1978 (about 22 per cent of Austria’s ‘otal with Arab 
countries) to $237 million in the first 11 months of last 
year (nearly 20 per cent), the surplus to Libya increased 
from $31 million to $65 million. 

Saudi Arabia managed to tum a $61 million deficit 
in 1978 into a $57 million surplus in the same period; 


two-way trade increased from $152 million to $222 
million, respectively about 14 and 17 per cent of total 
Austro-Arab trade in those years. 

Algeria, Austria's fourth-ranking Arab trade 
partner, succeeded only in narrowing its trade deficit, 
from $17 million to $6 million, despite the jump in oil 
prices last year. Its share of Austro-Arab trade 
meanwhile shrank from about 15 per cent to a little over 
10 per cent, increasing in absolute terms from $134 
million to $157 million. 
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BRIEFS 


MALAYSIA INVESTMENT AGREEMENT--Kuwait and Malaysia have agreed to set up a 
joint investment company with a capital of 250 million Malaysian dollars 
($114 million), the Kuwaiti Finance Ministry announced. The announcement 
was made during a visit by Malaysia's Finance Minister, Tengku Razaleigh 
Hamzah, who signed a KD 5.5 million ($21 million) loan agreement with his 
Kuwaiti counterpart, Abdel-Rahman al-Atiqi. The loan, repayable over 20 
years, is to finance a hydroelectric project; it carries 5 percent interest 
a year. The joint investment company will be 52 percent owned by Malaysia 
and 48 percent by Kuwait. The ministry said that it would be involved in 

a range of investment projects, covering real estate, food manufacture and 
other industries. Malaysia, an Islamic country, has good financial and 
commercial ties with the Arab world. Ten months ago, it floated a $100 
million, 10-year loan on generous terms from an international banking syn- 
dicate lead managed by Arab Malaysian Development Bank and including Gulf 
International Bank, National Commercial Bank of Saudi Arabia and Bank 
Burniputra Berhad Bahrain [AN-NAHAR ARAB ‘REPORT & MEMO, May 21, 1979). 
[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 17 Mar 80 p 7] 


SURCHARGE DENIAL--Kuwaiti “il Minister Sheikh Ali Khalifa al-Sabah last 
week denied a Japanese report that his country was demanding a premium of 
$10 per barrel for oil sold directly to Japanese importers. The report, by 
KYODO news agency, said Kuwait was asking for the premium from Japanese 
customers on top of its official price of $27.50 per barrel. Sheikh Ali 
also denied a report by KYODO that talks between Japanese importers and 
Kuwaiti officials had been broken off. The news agency said the Japanese 
were resisting Kuwaiti demards. Sheikh Ali said Japanese representatives 
were already in Kuwait and that others were due to arrive later in the week. 
Sheikh Ali said Kuwait had reduced the duration of five-year sales contracts 
to three years and that all contracts for a duration of less than six months 
have been cancelled. The sales of crude oil originally earmarked for these 
cancelled short term contracts would be treated as spot market transactions, 
the Kuwaiti minister stated. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in 
English 17 Mer 80 pp 10-11) 
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JAPANESE PIPE ORDERS--Two Japanese companies have won an order worth ¥7 
billion ($28 million) from Kuwait to design and build two 56-kilometre 
pipelines and five fuel oil storage tanks, it was announced last week. 
JGC Corporation, which shared the contract with Mitsui and Co, said that 
each of the tanks would have a capacity of 400,000 bbl and that the pipe- 
lines would connect a refinery to a power station in Doha. The work is 
due for completion by August next year. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB 
REPORT & MEMO in English 17 Mar 80 p 13] 


CSO: 4820 
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BANK OF LEBANON ISSUES FIRST ECONOMIC REPORT SINCE 1974 
Beirut L'ORIENT-LE JOUR in French 17, 19, 20, 21 Feb 80 
{17 Feb 80 p 11] 


[Text] For the first time since 1974, the Bank of Lebanon 
has prepared its official report on the country's economic 
situation. The report covers the period from 1975 through 
1978 and reflects the state of activity in the various 
sectors of the national economy during the events that 
steeped the country in blood. It will be published in the 
near future. 


In its preamble, the Bank of Lebanon complains of the ab- 
sence of a state organization for statistics and economic 
studies, a lack that made it extremely difficult to pre- 
Pare a thorough study of the new economic situation. That 
explains why the information provided by the bank in its 
report is recorded with extreme caution, seeing that it 

is based on estimates which in most cases are extremely 
imprecise. 


The report also notes that “the absence of a quantitative 
analysis of the country's economic aid social situation 
prevents any outlining of an economic or financial policy.” 
The report adds that consequently, because of the circum- 
stances prevailing at the time, “the Bank of Lebanon's 
activities were limited to providing the best monetary 
management possible and helping the sta‘-e in the latter's 
need for funds." 


Lastly, the report admits that “so far the Bank of Lebanon 
has been unable to fulfill completely its role as adviser 
to the state in matters of economic policy, and neither has 
it managed to get beyond the stage of ordinary management 
of the banking industry and begin issuing the necessary 
directives on the level of general financial policy." 
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Below are extensive excerpts from that report. They cover 
the state of the economy in 1977-1978. 


Estimates by the Development and Reconstruction Council concerning foreign 
trade and the accounts for 1977 have thrown some light on the country's eco- 
nomic situation following the incidents of 1975 and 1976, 


It emerges from those estimates that domestic expenditures in 1977 totaled 
nearly 11 billion LL [Lebanese pounds], an increase of 30 percent over 1973, 
the last year for which complete statistics are available. But the spiraling 
price rise since the incidents means that the estimate of the real level of 
economic activity represents between 70 and 75 percent of what it was in 
1973. 


The fact remains that 1977 can be considered the year of recovery after the 
destruction of 1976 greatly reduced the country's production capacity. The 
economic recovery continued during the first quarter of 1978, but the seri- 
ous disturbances in the summer of that year disrupted the various activities, 
while prices registered a further increase estimated at 10 percent. As a re- 
sult, the level of domestic expenditures remained below what it was in 1977. 


It appears from the new economic circumstances that the Lebanese economy is 
now relying more and more on itself. The balance of imports “less exports," 
which before 1975 constituted nearly 15 percent of the total earnings from 
goods and services, has now risen to more than 25 percent. This worsening 
of the trade balance was covered by transfers from abroad, especially those 
by Lebanese who left the country because of the incidents. 


We should also note the relatively low level of investments (15.7 percent of 
domestic expenditures) made after the incidents. This indicates that govern- 
ment and private reconstruction projects have not yet been undertaken on a 
vast scale. 


In the light. of available statistical data, here is how this situation has 
been reflect:ed in the following four economic sectors: production, the domes- 
tic sector, public administration, and foreign trade. 

Production Sector 


l. Production 


The gross national product (excluding the value of government services) was 
estimated at 7,365 million LL in 1977, compared to 6,598 million LL in 1973. 
Compared to the 1973 price level, however, production fell to slightly less 
than two-thirds of what it was 4 years earlier, just as production declined 
in 1978 in comparison with what it was in 1977. But compared to the price 
level during the period in question, that production shows an increase on the 
order of from 8 to 10 percent. 








a) Agriculture and Stockraising 


This sector, which accounts for 9 percent of the gross national product (its 
percentage has declined slightly since the incidents), is suffering in gen- 
eral from a growing shortage of manpower. In this connection, it should be 
noted that the incidents severely disrupted stockraising by reducing the 
herd by nearly half. 


In addition, statistics from the Fruit Office--the only statistics available 
for the agricultural sector--show that the quantity of fruit shipped in 1977 
and i978 was considerably lower than in 1974. 


b) Energy 


Energy production's share of the gross national product increased because of 
the considerah’e rise in the price of petroleum products. Production by the 
two refineries in 1979 [as published; presumably 1977 intended] totaled 73 
percent of what it was in 1974, and it declined by 1 percent in 1978. 


Electric energy production rose by 8 percent in 1978 compared to 1977, thus 
returning to its 1974 level of 1,975 million kilowatt-hours. 


c) Industry 


Industrial production has fallen considerably since the incidents. Its share 
of the gross national product fell from 16.6 percent in 1974 to 13.1 percent 
in 1977. Industrial exports registered with the Ministry of Industry and Pe- 
troleum in 1977 remained at the same level as in 1974 (836 million LL). In 
1978 they declined by 7 percent. 


da) Construction 


This sector also declined. The added value did not exceed 280 million LL in 
1977, compared to 325 million LL in 1974. Furthermore, it appears from the 
statistics on local cement consumption that housing activity declined in 1978 
in terms of 1977. Sales for local consumption, as recorded by the cement 
plants in 1978, showed a drop of 26 percent. The figure for 1977 represented 
only 53 percent of that recorded in 1974. 


e) Transportation 


The added value in this sector rose from 568 million LL in 1974 to 630 mil- 
lion in 1977. That sizable increase is due basically to the price rise, 
which was greater in this sector than elsewhere. The available statistics 
show that activity in this sector was in fact at a lower level than in 1974, 
Freight movements in and out of the port of Beirut totaled 2,187,000 tons in 
1977 and 578,000 tons in 1978, compared to 4,079,000 tons in 1974. Those 
figures represent respectively 54 and 39 percent of the 1974 volume, and this 
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despite the fact that activity in the secondary ports--Tripoli, Saida, and 
Jounieh--experienced definite growth during that period. 


Passenger traffic at the Beirut Internaticnal Airport also declined, falling 
from 2,278,000 passengers in 1974 to 1,352,000 in 1977 and 1,289,000 in 1978-- 
a drop to 59 and 57 percent respectively of the 1974 traffic. 


£f) Services 


Services include the following major activities: housing, hotels and restau- 
rants (tourist sector), and social services (hospitals and schools), as well 
as financial and other services. The value added by those various activities 
in 1977 was estimated at 1.92 billion LL, bringing them close to their 1974 
level. Rental income in those various activities came to 918 million LL, 
compared to 685 million in 1974. 


In this connection, it should be noted that the tourism sector unquestionably 
suffered the most damage from the incidents. The number of overnight stays 
recorded by the hotel industry in Beirut in 1977 did not exceed 18 percent 
of the 1974 level. Moreover, total activity in that sector during 1977 and 
1978 represented 40 percent of what it was in 1974. 


g) Trade 


The organization of trade was severely disrupted. The decrease in its share 
of the gross national product, which fell from 31 percent in 1974 to 26 per~ 
cent in 1977, is attributed chiefly to the drop in triangular and in-transit 
trade. In this connection, it should be borne in mind that the 1977 esti- 
mates do not take into account the rise in random t ading during that period. 
In 1974 the port of Beirut handled 978,000 tons of goods in transit. But 
activity has slowed down, dropping to 267,000 tons in 1977 and to 875,000 
tons in 1978. 


2. Investment 


Gross fixed capital formation in 1977 was estimated at nearly 1,718 million 
LL. Investments are therefore slack in the production sector (nearly 1.5 
billion LL) in terms of the country's construction needs. It is probable 
that investments fell in 1978 because of the events occurring in the second 
quarter of that year. 


Precise information c ncerning the distribution of investments among the 
various sectors of economic activity is not available. Despite that, however, 
it appears from the “goods and services” heading in the national accounts 
that most investments by the private and public sectors in 1977 were con- 
cerned with equipment goods (furniture, machinery and equipment, transporta- 
tion equipment, and so on), totaling 56 percent or 960 million LL, while 
building and other construction activity took 44 percent, or 756 million LL. 
In this connection, it should be noted that the percentages were the reverse 
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before the incidents, as follows: 43 percent for equipment goods and 57 per- 
cent for construction in 1973, 


It appears from this that priority has been given to building up equipment. 
Seeing that the great majority of all equipment goods are imported, a close 
examination of the customs statistics gives one an idea of the quality of 
those goods as well as of their destination. In 1977, the value of imported 
equipment goods totaled 675 million LL, including 281 million LL worth des- 
tined for the industrial sector and 257 million worth going to the transpor- 
tatio. sector. It appears, incidentally, that the latter sector has rapidly 
built up its equipment. The Ministry of Interior's departments registered 
3,123 new trucks in 1977, or 614 more than in 1974 (up 24 percent). The 
number of new trucks registered fell again in 1978, however, dropping to 
1,825 truck., a decline of 41 percent in terms of 1977 and of 27.1 percent 
in terms of 1978 [as published). 


In 1977, the value of construction in the public and private sectors was es- 
timated to have totaled only 758 million LL, compared to 839 million LL in 
1973, this despite the considerable rise in the cost of construction per 
square meter. 


It appears from the preceding that investment in the construction industry 
again fell in 1978, as did the disposition to build. The areas destined for 
construction inside Beirut and Tripoli fell from 2,036,000 square meters in 
197° to 1,577,000 square setere in 1978 (down 33 percent). In this connec- 
tion, it should be noted tiat che areas destined for construction in 1977 
represented only 59 percent of what they did in 1974. That proportion fell 
again in 1978 to 46 percent (it should be noted that those percentages are 
not based on exhaustive data). 


3. Production Sector's Financing Needs 


The gross national product representing one component of budget receipts from 
the production sector constitutes for the most part just that much revenue 
from the domestic sector. For its part, the state absorbs a porcion of it 
through indirect taxes (customs duties and other taxes). The remainder con- 
Sists of allowances fr depreciation, miscellaneous reserves, and reserve 
funds. In order to balance its accounts and finance a good portion of its 
gross capital and inventory, the production sector has had recourse to other 
economic agents *o the tune of over 1.2 billion LL. 


That amount was not all borrowed from the banks. A large share of the fi- 
nancing requirements was covered directly by savings in the domestic sector, 
by private establishments which finance themselves, or by the domestic sec- 
ter, which finances construction directly out of its own savings. 


In the absence of complete economic accounts for 1978, it is impossible to 
determine how the production sector's financing requirements evolved during 
that year. 





[19 Feb 80 p ll) 
Domestic Sector 


(Text) As a continuation of the first installment, which 
dealt with the production sector as a whole, here is the 
second part of the Bank of Lebanon's report on the economic 
situation. This part considers the various aspects of the 
domestic sector. 


l. Consumption and Consumer Prices 


Consumption in tne domestic sector in 1977 was estimated at 8.3 billion LL. 
But in terms of 1973 prices, that represents only 4.6 billion LL, or 75 per- 
cent of the 1973 consumption level. 


Precise information is not available concerning the components of that con- 
sumption. It would have been extremely interesting to know whether the 
household sector has resumed in particular the purchase of durable consumer 
goods. In this connection, it appears fron foreign trade statistics that 
of the 1,756 million LL paid to import consumer goods in 1977, 429 million 
were paid to buy durable consumer goods, especially automobiles, 24,891 of 
which were registered with the motor vehicle department. That represents 
92 percent of the number registered in 1973 and 66 percent of the number 
registered in 1974. But in 1978 the figure fell to 12,570, a drop of 49.4 
percent. 


Consumer prices rose at a dizzying pace in 1975 and 1976. Prices then ex- 
perienced a stagnation that lasted until the first half of 1978, when they 
spiraled upward again after the incidents in October. 


The average price level in 1977 was 7 percent higher than in 1974. For those 
3 years, this represents an estimated average increase of 19.1 percent per 
year. Before that (1974 as compared to 1973), the highest average rate of 
increase had been 1l percent. 


It should be emphasized here that food prices showed the highest increase: 
in 1975 and 1976, the record level rose from 158.4 in 1974 to 305 in March 
1977, then fell to 275.5 in September of that same year. 


After remaining relatively stable at the beginning of 1978, food prices re- 
sumed their upward spiral beginnine in October, and this continued until 
they reached the record level of 323.5 in December. 


2. Domes*ic Sector Incomes 
Estimates of incomes in the domestic sector for 1977 indicate a figure of 


just over 12.5 billion LL, of which more than 75 percent represented national 
income (salaries and wages, profits, interest, and rents) and nearly 5 billion 
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represented transfers from abroad, It should be noted here that the spread 
between internal and external incomes was the inevitable effect that the in- 
cidents had on employment. 


a) Employment 


Employment in 1977 and 1978 showed a sharp drop in comparison with 1974. 
Although the lac: of statistics is also to be deplored in this area, it can 
nevertheless pe estimated that one-third of the productive force (or nearly 
200,000 persons) left the country, chiefly to go to the petroleum-producing 
countries on the Gulf. It seems that those workers have sent most of their 
income back to their mother country. 


b) Wages 


Wages also rose sharply as a result of the combined effect of the manpower 
shortage and of union demands taking the high cost of living for granted. 
The official minimum wage, for example, was raised in September 1977 from 
310 LL (the threshold that had been in effect since December 1975) to 415 LL. 
It was then raised again, in January 1979, to 525 LL. 


3. Domestic Sector's Financing Capacity 


After deductions for taxes and undistributed profits, national income was 
estimated at 7.2 billion LL, while national consumption (domestic consumption 
plus expenditures abroad less expenditures in Lebanon by foreigners) was es- 
timated at 8.2 billion LL, or 1 billion LL more than income. The massive 
transfers from abroad (4.6 billion LL) not only made it possible to cover 
the difference between income and consumption but also provided a surplus 

of 3.6 billion LL. That surplus, which represents the "domestic sector's 
financing capacity,” was used to build up bank deposits, but a portion was 
alse directed into certain investments. 


[20 Feb 80 p 11) 
Public Administration 


{Text} This is the third part of the report prepared by the 
Bank of Lebanon on the country's economic situation. Here 
the document deals with the public administration sector. 


According to the terminology used in national accounting, the term “public 
administration” includes the central government, autonomous nonindustrial 
and noncommercial services, municipalities, and foreign government offices 
(embassies uid so on). At present there is no unified accounting of revenues 
and expenditures in this category of administration. But the overall esti- 
mates of revenues in 1977 exceeded 1 billion LL, while estimated expenditures 
were 1.2 billion LL. In 1977, government financing requirements totaled 
nearly 200 million LL. In this case, banking statistics remain the only 
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point of reference for determining where the public sector's financing re- 
quirements stood in 1977 and 1978 (this sector comprises almost all govern- 
ment offices). In 1977, this sector's indebtedness to credit institutions 
had increased by 209 million LL, while in 1978 it increased by 490 million LL. 


l. Revenues 


Receipts under the state biidget showed a rapid decline in 1975-1976: after 
totaling 1.27 billion LL in 1974, the amount of such receipts fell to 803 
million LL in 1975 and to only 151 million LL in 1976. In 1977, with calm 
restored and economic recovery underway, the treasury's coffers again filled 
up. The 1977 budget forecast receipts of 1,084 million LL. 


In this connection, it seems that duties and indirect taxes were collected 
almost normally, especially customs duties, which were expected to total 425 
million LL but which in fact came to 480 million. On the other hand, the 
collection of direct taxes encountered obstacles arising basically from the 
severe damage done to housing and the various sectors of the economy. An 
additional factor was the extension of time granted for payment of taxes. 


Moreover, it is absolutely certain that che incidents in the summer of 1978 
had negative effects on the collection of taxes as forecast for that year. 

The estimate of their possible volume was clearly below the estimates in- 
cluded in budget forecasts made at the beginning of the year (1.4 billion LL). 
The actual volume came close to 1 billion LL, distributed as follows: 500 
million LL in customs duties, most of them collected during the first half 

of the year--that is, before the disturbances paralyzed the port of Beirut; 
200 million LL as the state's share of the Bank of Lebanon's profits; and 

300 million LL in various taxes. 


2. Expenditures 


State expenditures did not show a drop proportional to that in receipts. 
This ic because those expenditures, consistin, largely of government sala- 
“ies, continued their normal development. Besides the fact that the state 
compelled itself to pay the salaries of all government employees during the 
period of the incidents, it also approved an increase in those salaries be- 
cause of the high cost of living. The 1978 budget had provided for a salary 
increas: of 30 percent in terms of 1977. 


But expenditures for investment showed a definite decline: from their level 
of 264 million Li in 1974, they dropped to 154 miliion LL in 1975 and to 
500,000 LL in 1976. 


In 1977, the government planned a modest recovery in reconstruction projects 
(62 million LL). That recovery was expanded somewhat in 1978 (‘248 million 
LL). But the political climate made it impossible to resume work on the 
major projects, and this despite the establishment of the Development and 








Reconstruction Council and the drawing up of a programmed plan for the coun- 
try's reconstruction. 


3. Budget Deficit 


The 1974 budget registered a surplus of 52 million LL, but there was a defi- 
cit of 218 million LL in 1975 and of 491 million in 1976. And the estimated 
budget deficits for 1977 and 1978 were 577 million and 857 million LL respec- 
tively. It should be noted, however, that the overall deficit for the pub- 
lic sector is generally different than that in the budget, the difference 
being the deficits or surpluses shown in the budgets of the municipalities 
and autonomous services. 


{21 Feb 80 p 11) 
Foreign Trade 


(Text) Here is the fourth part of the report prepared by 
the Bank of Lebanon concerning the country's economic situ- 
ation. This portion, which deals with the “foreign trade 
sector,” constitutes the final part of the first chapter 
of the report devoted to the "general economy in 1977 and 
1978." 


Despite the growing trade balance deficit and the total stagnation in tourist 
movements, bank statistics reveal an estimated balance of payments surplus 
amounting to 2.4 billion LL in 1977 and 545 million in 1978. The reason is 
that transfers and nonbank capital movements not only provided constant cov- 
erage of the continuing trade balance deficit but also made it possible to 
build up surplus balances. And it seems that the volume of transfers was 
even greater in 1977 and 1978. 


l. Trade Balance 


It appears from the national accounts that the value of goods imported for 
consumption in Lebanon totaled 4,223 million LL in 1977, compared to 3,260 
million in 1973, for an increase of 30 percent. But in real terms, the 
value of imports did not increase at all in comparison with 1973. On the 
contrary, it declined slightly (due to a drop in the purchasing power of the 
Lebanese pound and the high cost of products in their country of origin). 


Imported products represented 4,793,000 tons in 1977, compared to 5,044,000 
tons in 1973 (down 5 percent). Immediately after the incidents, imports of 
consumer goods and equipment goods climbed back to their former level, while 
imports of raw materials were lower because of the decline in industrial 
activity and the slowdown in construction. 


Customs statistics for 1978 are not currently available. But judging from 
the amount of customs duties, it seems that the value of imports at current 
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prices rose by 6 percent compared to the year before. As far as exports are 
concerned, it seems tiat their value in 1978--estimated at 1,260 million LL-~- 
fell by 8 percent comared to 1977, this according to figures recorded at 
the Ministry of Industry and Petroleum or at the Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry. 


The trade balance with the various countries was affected by considerable 
changes after 1976. The deficit with West Europe increased, for example. 
While the proportion of Lebanese imports from those countries rose from 56.8 
percent in 1973 to 59.5 percent in 1977, Lebanese exports to the EEC fell 
from 11.7 to 4.8 percent. It also appears that the proportion of Lebanes« 
exports to Arab countries is rising every year. In 1977, for example, the 
proportion of those exports to neighboring countries was 87.7 percent, com- 
parec to 60 vercent before 1975-1976. 


2. General Balance of Goods and Services 


The trade balance deficit (2.963 billion LL in 1977 and 3.32 billion LL in 
1978) was covered in part by services, tourism, and income from capital in- 
vested abroad (up 620 million LL in 1977 and 720 million LL in 1978). 


Exports of services include the income from international transportation, 
communications, and financial services, the value of which was slightly 
lower in 1977 and 1978 than it was in 1973. 


As far as the balance of tourist activity is concerned, it appears to be in 
deficit after having shown a surplus for a long time: the sums spent abroad 
by Lebanese in 1977 and 1978 exceeded those spent in Lebanon by foreign 
travelers or tourists. As for the income arising from productivity--in par- 
ticular capital invested abroad--it sews to have developed considerably 
since 1976. 


In view of the abkve, the deficit in the general balance of goods and services, 
which was relatively limited before the incidents, grew by surprising pro- 
portions in 1977 and1978 (2.3 and 2.6 billion LL). 


11798 
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QATAR 


PETROLEUM, GAS FOR JAPAN EXPECTED FROM NEW FIND 
Tokyo KYODO in English no time given 7 Apr 80 OW 


[Text] Kyoto, 7 Apr KYODO--A top official of the Qatar General Petroleum 
Corporation said here Monday that a feasibility study being conducted on a 
newly found gas field has turned out to be favorable so that his country is 
certain to export liquefied natural gas (LNG) “o Japan in the future. 


Ali Mohammed Jaidah, managing director of the Qatar General Petroleum Corpor- 
ation, said the gas field, which he believed to be the biggest in the world, 
would tap 150 trillion cubic feet of natural gas. 


Jaidah is in Kyoto to attend the Sixth International Conference on Liquefied 
Natural Gas. The four-day meeting opened Monday. 


Qatar will exploit the mass gas deposit, Jaidah said. He added that his 
country would iefinitely export LNG to Japan. 


Qatar can also be expected to export 85,000 barrels per day of crude oil to 
Japan from Apri! on a direct deal (DD) basis, he said. 


Asked about a reported move to organize a group of natural gas producing na- 
tions for price cartel like the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), he denied knowledge of such a step being taken. 


But Jaidah said OPEC might attempt to formulate a unified price mechanism 
among them for liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) first and then apply a simi- 
lar price system to LNG. 


Oniy four OPEC countries—Indonesia, Abu Dahbi, Algeria and Libya--are 
engaging in LNG busines at the present. 


CSO: 4820 
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TUNISIA 


EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS DOOMED TO FAIL 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 16 Mar 80 p l 
[Editorial: “Signs of Failure"] 


(Text] The so-called Egyptian-Israeli negotiations on autonomy, based on 
a misunderstanding from the start, were fraught with all the conditions 
that doomed them to failure. 


Beyond the major reason why these negotiations cannot success, namely the 
refusal of the first party involved, the Palestinians, to whom this falla~ 
cious autonomy is being promised, there is Israel's arrogant attitude due 
to the fact that it does not feel much obliged to make concessions in this 
respect since Sadat keeps on making all the concessions without any counter- 


part. 


In deciding to get involved, the Egyptian head of state has mainly made 
promises to his country's public opinion to which he shall have to account, 
sooner or later, for the "results" of his initiative. And precisely such 
results are getting overdue, both politically and economically. The 
Palestinian “homeland” which Sadat has promised still eludes nim, and the 
prosperity which he has held out to his people remains an inaccessible 
dream. This explains the sudden change of mood of the Rais who, when faced 
with the first signs of failure, threatens to have recourse to "another 
setting” after the 26 May deadline, should no progress have been made until 
then... The Rais entertains no illusions... He knows that nothing will be 
achieved, even after the date he has set for himself. All objective con- 
ditions for failure are met in advance... The fact that the unofficial 

AL AHRAM has predicted the failure of the negotiations answers a double 
purpose: to incite the United States to apply pressure to force Israel to 
adopt a more flexible attitude, and also to ensure that Egyptian public 
opinion is psychologically prepared for a failure. 


Now, even if Israel were to yield to American pressure and make some con- 
cessions, it would stil’ be on the basis of that same misunderstanding 
which leads nowhere. 
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Faced with the impasse, Giscard d'Estaing has given an indication of what 
might consitute the true setting for a comprehensive negotiation between 
all parties concerned to create an independent Palestinian state. 


The Arabs should seize or the French position and develop it at the 
European level in order to thwart Camp Davis and give the debate an inter- 
national setting whece the problem could be resolved in a radical and just 
manner. Whether in Geneva or at the Security Council does not matter, as 
long as all good wills work at it, 


9294 
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TUWISTA 


{ text The trade union crisis remains one of the mst urgent problems 
ve. This problem has sufficiently tainted the political and so- 
cial climate for several years, and it is high ti 


i 
: 
i 


trade union problem presents itself under three aspects: 


-There are, in the very first place, the dozens of trade union men 
bers who have been arrested and tried unier conditions which we all mow. 
They have paid enough for those who are responsible for the failure of 
the policy of the 1970's and the massacre of 26 January. And it is a fact 


that a large part of the wrking class feel as a flagrant injustice the 
fact that these trade union members contime to be deprived of their li- 
is also 


questioned—-has no credibility and will not be in a position to face up 
of the social situation. To ksep it in 
place no matter what circumstances may bring is an act of carelessness. 


-—Finally, even if an amesty is decided on, even if a reasonable 
solution is found to the problem of the leadership of the UGTT / Tunisian 
General Federation of Labor /, it will be no less necessary to reconsider 
economic and social policy a sense favorable to the aspirations of the 
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In fact, the government has added to its errors. 


No effort has been made to dress the wunds of 26 Jamary. Quite to the 
contrarye Trials have been followed ty other trials, and the conditions 
under which the trade union members have been held have worsened with each 
hunger strike which they have undertaken. Leaders of the C. A. / Action 
Committee / have been deprived of their passports, M Habib Achour has 
been mt he has been subjected to house arrest in his om home. An 
amesty was approved for two trade union members,..at the mment when they 
completed their sentences. And what has been felt as a true provoca- 
tion: the prices of foods of prime necessity have been raised only three 
days before the amniversary of 26 Jamary. Finally, the comparison to 
Salah Ben Yo.issef of the man who, at difficult times, supported Bourguiba 
and the government effectively, has irritated the trade union leaders and 
added to the tension. 


However, the conditions for an equitable solution of the trade union ques- 
tion are at hand: 


—It has been proved that the Tunisi’.n trade union members had nothing 
to do with the coup in Gafsa. From the very first dws of the event the 
prim minister in person has been very clear on this subject. Furthermore, 
the strikes under way at the time were stopped. 


—The government leaders who were up in the front at the time of the 
crisis of Jamary, 1978, have been replaced. We have even seen the former 
Ministers of Social Affairs and of the Interior, considered close to the 
UGTT, resume their positions, 


—Semi-official representatives have entered into contact with the 
leader of the trade unions, 


It is necessary without further delay to begin the freeing of the trade 

union members who are detained, It is equally necessary that M,. Tijani 
Abid and the present leadership of the central workers’ organization re- 
nounce their hopeless positions and give place to a new team whose first 
mission should be to convoke a truly democratic, extraordinary congress. 
It will be up to this congress to determine the path to follow, to define 
the nature of the relations between the UGTT and the government, between 
the UGTT and national organizations, It will also be up to the congress 
to choose its future leaders. 


These measures, 25 well as the choice of a new political, economic, and 


social policy, will require political courage, which is not lacking in 


They also demand, on tle part of the government, a realistic appreciation 
of the situation in the country am a decision to treat the Tunisian peo~ 
p’e as mature, and their representative organizations as free and equal 


partners. 
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According to the ICFIU, Discussions Should Be Held Between the Government 
And Habib Achour 


Recalling ite mmerous efforts and especially the letter of 8 February 
1980, addressed to President Bourguiba following the events in Gafea, the 
ICPTU has learned with satisfaction that discussions have been undertaken 
between the Tunisian mthorities and Habib Achour, Secretary General of 
the UGTT and Vice President of the ICFY. 


The ICFTU, concerned for the independence and territorial integrity of 
which its affiliate, the UGTT, had constantly contributed to con- 
solidate in the country, would Hike to see these discussions lead to a 
solution of the social crisis by the freeing of the imprisoned trade union 
mesbers and by their return to their positions of trade union leadership, 
to permit them, among other things, to contribute effectively to the de- 
fense of the country against any danger of foreign intervention. 
The 


Secretary General of the ICFTU, Otto Kersten, has reiterated his sup- 
the legitimate leaders of the UGTT and for all the mubers of the 


This press statement was distrilmted on the afternoon of 26 February to 
AFP, to the newspaper LE MATIN, to the German and Belgian press agencies, 
to TaP / Tunis Africa Press Agency 7, and to the British press agencies. 
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FRG PAPER INTERVIEWS TUNISIAN NATIONAL EDUCATION MINISTER 
DW091434 Bonn DIE WELT in German 8 Apr 80 p 5 DW 


[Interview with Mohamed Mzali, Tunisian National Education Minister by 
Manfred Rowold, in Tunis, no date specified] 


[Text] WELT: Are there any new political priorities after the Gafsa af- 
fair--perhaps in the defense field? 


Mzali: A few days ago the president issued the directives for preparing 

the 1981 budget. The basic lines of this budget are, first, the continuation 
of development work since therein lies the actual national defense for 
Tunisia, and second, the release of new funds and resources through cuts in 
specific expenditures so as to cope with the minimum requirements of national 
defense. On the whole we are optimistic, because we are counting on the 
friendly states, the Arab states, to contribute to this minimum of arms. 

But I do not think it is necessary to implement a basic reorientation of 

the development plan, on the contrary. 


WELT: You talk about a minimum of arms. What does that mean? How many 
soldiers are ready for combat at the moment? 


Mzali: It is not a problem that has to dowiiththe number of soldiers. I 
spoke of a minimum because we havenot invested very much in this field since 
our independence. National defense makes up less than 10 percent of the bud- 
get. I believe it is the smallest share for defense in all the countries of 
world. In contrast, we have the world's highest budget share for education. 
It is more than 30 percent. This is why to us the term minimum stands for 
what is necessary but which we do not have. To this day, for example, we 
have not had any radar protection nor any antiaircraft system...we need 
highly developed systems, transport facilities. 


WELT: When do you think you will have the necessary equipment? 


Mzali: There is a plan for 5 years which will tackle this problem. What 
is necessary today must be done in 1, 2, 3, 5 years. 
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WELT: Troop movements are in progress on both sides of the Tunisian-Libyan 
border. Is there any genuine danger of war? 


Mzali: In the sense of classical warfare, no. It is highly improbable. The 
actual danger consists of infiltration, not only along the Tunisian-L ‘byan 
border, but even from Europe. This involves terrorist units which inteuJd 


to cause unrest and instability. 


WELT: Was the attack on Gafsa no more than an aggression from outside, or 
does the danger of a kind of Islamic revolution exist in Tunisia itself? 


Mzali: No. My opinion is clear: This has nothing at all in common with an 
Islamic revolution, on the contrary. The Gafsa affair became possible be- 
cause Tunisian workers were manipulated under the cloak of the Palestinian 
Struggle. What was it that held these young Tunisians together anyway? 

About 70,000 Tunisians live in Libya. It was possible to gather together a 
few dozen, several hundred of them under the pretext of preparing them for 
combat on the side of the Palestinians. It is true, it is true, that many 
young people went to Lebanon. Some of them participated in terrorist actions 
against Western countries. Tunisia was not the issue. But since it is known 
that the Tunis: .ns would sacrifice their lives for the Palestinian cause they 
were told: You are young, revolutionary, good fellows. You will show what 
great patriots you are, and you will undergo military training to fight 
against Zionism jointly with your Palestinian comrades. And finally they 
were told: You cannot back out now. You are branded. The only solution-- 
it was said during the trial--is a change in your country. Under the pres- 
sure of brainwashing and propaganda many of these young people believed 

that Tunisia had become a hell. They were told: when you reach Tunisia, 

100 percent of the people will join you once the first shot is fired. It 
will be an easy revolution. I think this is what was involved and not Islam. 
On the contrary, they were in camps headed by people who were more Marxist 
than Moslem. 


WELT: Some of the attackers wanted to create the impression that the at- 
tack was backed by Algeria. I have not detected any signs of tension on 
the Algerian border. If Algeria had nothing to do with it, why has the 
attempt been made to give this impression? 


Mzali: A unit of about 30 people came over the Algerian Lorder. Some 1-1/2 
years ago the Tunisian Army discovered arms hidden along the Libyan border. 
Because these people knew that this area was well guarded, they changed 
their route. The weapons and the members of the unit were brought over the 
Algerian border. Why do we say Algeria is rot involved? Becauee we con- 
tinue to believe that the Algerian president and the Algerian Government 
were not involved in this attewpt. There is Libyan-Algerian cooperation 
with the POLISARIO at the iocal and regional level. We do not believe that 
within the framework of this cooperation and without the knowledge of the 
responsible people in Algeria that there is a department for Tunisia. 
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Therefore our assessment of the situation is that official Algeria, Presi- 
dent Bendjedid and the government, were sot involved in the coup attempt. 

Ae regards training, equipment and the military side of it, Algeria is not 
involved at all. Algeria has been mentioned because its territory was used. 
That ie all, 


WELT: France and Morocco made transport planes and helicopters available. 
Do you think you will need foreign military assistance again? 


Mzali: The help was given to us at our request. It was humanitarian aid 
given only in order to transport the wounded and just a few units. The 
pilots were foreigners. The Tunisian Army has no Moroccan or French rescue 
planes. Whether we will once more ask a friendly country for help--that de- 
pends on the aggression. We believe we are in a position at present to cope 
with every domestic subversion. If Tunisia were exposed to a classical ag- 
gression, it might, it might ask fits friends for help. Because--and I have 
said thie to many of our friends--no logic can keep a person who is being 
throttled and threatened by another from asking even the devil for help... 
who is then responsible, the country needing help, or the aggressor? By the 
way, if we look at the map of Africa, the rap of the Arab world, we see for- 
eign presence, but not in Tunisia. Why aoes everybody get excited because of 
two miserable helicopters and two Moroccan planes? There are thousands of 
foreign soldiers in Africa that nobody talks about. Why are they not dis- 
cussed? 
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